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ACHIEVEMENTS HONORED
Kemp Presents Ten Leaders With Viscardi Awards

The 10 recipients of the 
2016 Henry Viscardi 
Achievement Awards 

were announced at a special re-
ception in New York City.

The awards honor leaders in 
the disability community, who 
are themselves disabled. The 

awards were established to 
commemorate the vision of the 
center’s founder, Henry Viscardi. 

“Today we celebrate 10 men 
and women who are spear-
heading measurable change,” 
said John Kemp, president of 
the center. “These talented 

and dedicated individuals have 
touched countless lives around 
the world and are proof that 
with passion and perseverance, 
anything can be accomplished. 
They motivate all of us to reach 
higher.”

Attending the reception, back, left to right, are Ambas-
sador Sabarullah Khan, deputy permanent represen-
tative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations, accepting 
the award on behalf of Senarath Attanayake; Curtis 
Pride; John Kemp, president of The Viscardi Center; 

Hiroyasu Itoh; and Jim Mayer.  Front, left to right, 
Juan Pablo Salazar Salamanca; Peggy Chenoweth; 
David McGill; and Jessie Edington accepting the 
award on behalf of her mother, P.J. Edington. Saima 
Aslam and Louise Sinden-Carroll were not present.
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The ratification of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) was defeated in 
the U.S. Senate in Dec. 2012 and has since not come to the 
floor for a vote.

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea ratifi ed CRPD Dec. 9 
Micronesia (Federated States of) ratifi ed CRPD Dec. 7 

Samoa ratifi ed the CRPD Dec. 2 

THE U.S. HAS NOT YET SIGNED ON

CURRENT STATUS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE 
RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (CRPD)

172 ratifi cations/accessions and 160 signatories to the CRPD
92 ratifi cations/accessions and 92 signatories 

To Its Optional Protocol (OP)

The year marks the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

This year the New York 
State Independent Liv-
ing Council (NYSILC) 

conducted its third presidential 
post-election poll to assess the 
voting habits and practices of 
New Yorkers with disabilities. 

More than 850 individuals 
participated in the non-parti-
san poll where they respond-
ed to the control question, “Do 
you have a disability or med-
ical condition that impacts 
your mobility, hearing, sight, 
cognitive or mental abilities?” 
Fifty-four percent replied “no,” 
and 48 percent replied “yes.” 
Participants then responded to 
a series of 17 questions.

The poll shows that a ma-
jority of New Yorkers with dis-
abilities in this poll voted for 
Hillary Clinton, at 66 percent. 
While most of the Clinton vot-
ers polled were white females, 
ethnic and gender diversity 
was greater in this group than 

Survey Examines Voting in Recent Election
amongst the participants who 
voted for Donald Trump. 

The top issues identified by 
New Yorkers with disabilities 
who voted for Clinton were 
health care/cost of medications 
at 52 percent, followed by hu-
man and civil rights, affordable 
accessible housing and poverty 
issues. Under: “other,” the top 
concerns were reproductive 
freedom/abortion rights and af-
fordable higher education.

Out of the 409 New Yorkers 
with disabilities in this poll, 19 
percent voted for Trump. The 
top issues they identified were 
the economy at 59 percent, fol-
lowed by health care/cost of 
medications, the federal budget 
and debt issues, employment, 
and Medicaid/Medicare. Under 
“other” the top comments were 
for immigration reform and 
closing borders.

The only common issue of 
top concern between New York-

ers with disabilities who voted 
for Clinton versus Trump was 
“health care/cost of medica-
tions.” Otherwise, Trump vot-
ers tended to identify more with 
national issues, while Clinton 
voters identified more with is-
sues that directly impact their 
lives. 

The survey showed 67 per-
cent of New Yorkers with dis-
abilities voted on a scanner, 18 
percent used the ballot mark-
ing device and nine percent 
voted by absentee ballot, which 
is double that of non-disabled 
citizens. In this section of the 
survey, some “other” comments 
emerged, such as people need-
ing a partner or staff member 
from a group home to assist 
them in casting their ballot.

Some indicated that they 
were provided with an over-
sized ballot in large print, 
which was helpful. While oth-
ers stated that they weren’t 
aware of BMDs or theirs wasn’t 
working properly.

When asked if poll workers 
were adequately trained and 
knowledgeable about voting 
technologies and overall needs, 
65 percent of New Yorkers 
without disabilities said “yes,” 
as opposed to 51 percent of 
those with disabilities. Some 
negative feedback included 
poll workers that were un-
knowledgable about how to use 
BMD’s, lack of sign language 
interpreters and lack of prop-
er assistance in reading small 
print ballots.

The survey also indicated 
that voters with disabilities 
had more polling place access 
issues than the general popu-
lation, including lack of curb 
cuts, doorway impediments for 
wheelchairs, lack of seating for 
those who cannot stand for long 
periods, and steep and narrow 
ramps, 

For complete, in depth sur-
vey results visit nysilc.org.
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Brentwood resident Corinna Figueroa of Helen Keller Services for 
the Blind (HKSB) Ronkonkoma office, center, spent time with par-
ticipants of HKSB’s day habilitation program at their holiday party 
in Hempstead.

The program offers daytime educational and recreational ac-
tivities for individuals who are developmentally disabled, visually 
impaired and/or deaf.  

HKSB Hosts Holiday Party

The Consumer Directed 
Personal Assistance As-
sociation of New York 

State (CDPAANYS) recently 
announced that after a tre-
mendous amount of effort on 
their part, as well as ADAPT, 
Concepts of Independence, 
hundreds of consumers, work-
ers and others, CDPAANYS 
is eligible for payments from 
managed care plans to meet 
minimum wage guidance. 
New York state is expected to 
raise the minimum wage this 
year to $11 per hour, but Medic-
aid funding needs to increase in 
order to cover the cost of these 
higher wages. More than 600 

State Funds Higher Pay For PCAs
emails or letters were sent from 
these organizations and individ-
uals to Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s of-
fice, the Division of Budget and/
or the Department of Health 
(DOH) seeking a change in the 
guidance on the fiscal impact on 
CDPAs in 2017. However, there 
was little to no response. 

The issue was related to a 
reimbursement cut that the or-
ganizations’ felt was leading to 
a crisis in continuity of care for 
thousands of people with dis-
abilities and seniors through-
out Long Island, New York City 
and Westchester. They claimed 
that mandatory reimbursement 
rates were set for nursing homes 

and licensed home care service 
agencies, limiting the extent to 
which a plan can make deci-
sions about how to manage care 
or what to pay for other services 
such as CDPA. 

They also held that the gover-
nor and the DOH has systemati-
cally underfunded the Medicaid 
program for the last five years 
and created an environment 
that has provided poor wages 
for personal assistants. As such, 
consumer care was in jeopardy, 
because many of personal assis-
tants had to leave their clients 
for other employment. 

According to CDPAANYS, 
the governor and the DOH set 

aside $20 million for the pay-
ment of overtime and travel in 
CDPA, which it then spread 
across all of personal care, dra-
matically underfunding and un-
derregulating this new federal 
rule, and they failed to involve 
representatives of the CDPA 
Program in any discussions on 
the minimum wage.

“Even though we think CD-
PAs deserve more than min-
imum wage, we are thankful 
that the DOH committed to 
the funding necessary so we 
can give these workers the in-
creased wages this year,” said 
Bryan O’Malley, executive di-
rector of CDPAANYS.

New York state ranked first 
nationwide in nonprofit em-
ployment and organizations, 
with nearly 1.3 million employ-
ees and more than 31,000 orga-
nizations in 2012, according to 
a report released by New York 
state Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli. 

“Nonprofits take care of New 
Yorkers, whether it is provid-
ing shelter from the cold, a 
helpful hand or a voice when 
they don’t have one,” DiNapoli 
said. “This report shows non-
profits have a significant im-
pact on our economy through 
the number of jobs they provide 
and the wages they pay. Given 
the ongoing challenges facing 
many nonprofits in New York, 
it’s important that we develop 
a better understanding of this 
key sector of our economy that 
delivers vital services.” 

The report, using the most 

N.Y. Tops List for Nonprofits and Jobs
recent Bureau of Labor statis-
tics, focuses on private non-
profits classified as charitable 
organizations. Nonprofits in 
the state showed employment 
growth of 5.6 percent from 2007 
to 2012. The rest of the private 
sector experienced uneven em-
ployment growth during most 
of the period, including a sharp 
decline in 2009 which resulted 
in an overall net loss of jobs. 

“The Comptroller’s report 
underscores the importance 
of the nonprofit sector to the 
state’s economy, the number of 
people employed and the wag-
es paid,” said Reg Roster, pres-
ident of United Way of New 
York state. 

“The human service nonprof-
its, which United Way helps to 
support, provide day care ser-
vices that allow people to go to 
work, job training that helps to 
fill skill needs and other ser-

vices that help business and 
the economy.” 

The top two categories in 
2012 for nonprofits national-
ly and in New York were in 
health care and social assis-
tance as well as other services, 
which includes religious, civ-
ic and social advocacy groups. 
These categories accounted for 
more than two-thirds of non-
profits nationwide and almost 
three-quarters of those in New 
York. 

While education services, 
including private colleges, 

ranked third in number, at 
28,236 nationwide and 2,946 
in New York, it ranked second 
for employment and paid the 
highest average annual wage 
among the top five categories. 

“This report helps us realize 
how critical the nonprofit is to 
the economic and social fabric 
of our state and local communi-
ties and the importance of hav-
ing sound public policies that 
support their sustainability and 
good work,” said Doug Sauer, 
chief executive officer of New 
York Council of Nonprofits. 

Federal legislation that will 
improve the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) Automobile 
Adaptive Equipment (AAE) Pro-
gram is expected to be signed 
into law by Pres. Barack Obama 
this month.

Under the Veterans Mobility 
Safety Act, vendors participat-
ing in the AAE Program will be 
required to demonstrate com-
pliance with quality and safety 
standards. The VA is responsi-
ble for administering a program 
that provides eligible disabled 
veterans with vehicle modifica-

Law to Improve Vets’ Auto Program
tions such as driving controls, 
lifts, reduced-effort steering 
and braking systems, and oth-
er medically necessary adaptive 
equipment.  

Currently federal law does 
not require a demonstration of 
competency from vendors pro-
viding AAE services. Any indi-
vidual or business, regardless 
of education, training, expertise 
or ability, is legally permitted to 
provide, install or repair a AAE 
for veterans.

In recent years, The Nation-
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Accessible Minivans

Accessible Full Size Vans

Abilities Unlimited of NY, Inc.
90 East Jefryn Blvd, Deer Park, NY 11729

631-254-4031
abunltd@aol.com  •  www.abilitiesny.com

Serving The NY Metro Area Since 1984

• Wheelchair Lifts
• Scooter Lifts
• Hand Controls
• Driving Aids
• Transfer Seats
• W/C Securements
• Specialty Vehicles
• Pre-owned Vans
• Financing Available

Vincent Russo, along with 
four nationally known 
and experienced pro-

fessionals have joined to cre-
ate the Trump Policy Analysis 
Group (TPAG) to consider prob-
able changes in the law that will 
affect the disabled and seniors 
as a result of the recent presi-
dential election.   

These attorneys have more 
than 160 years of combined 

Lawyers Form Analysis Group in Response to Election
experience with social securi-
ty, Medicare, Medicaid, taxes, 
long-term care, veterans’ ben-
efits and special needs plan-
ning.  They are authors and 
speakers, and include found-
ers and leaders of national 
organizations. TPAG’s initial 
focus will be on entitlements, 
public benefits, taxes, special 
needs planning and veterans’ 
benefits.

In a statement, TPAG said 
“During the long and divisive 
campaign, differences in prior-
ities and agendas between the 
major parties, particularly in 
social and health policy, were 
greater than in any recent elec-
tion. 

In our opinion, the uncertain-
ty and challenges now facing 
seniors, disabled and medical-
ly-needy Americans are un-

equaled and unsettling.”
“Our goals are twofold. First, 

to objectively analyze real and 
probable changes in government 
policies that directly impact 
older Americans and Ameri-
cans with disabilities. Second, 
to identify planning and other 
steps these populations should 
take to preserve or, ideally, to 
increase quality of health care 
and quality of life.”

According to Chad Rose, a 
researcher at the University of 
Missouri, children with disabil-
ities are victimized by bully-
ing at a much higher rate than 
their typical peers. 

The study also revealed that 
perpetration rates remain con-
sistent as children aged. 

“This study points out the 
necessity for special education 
programs to teach appropri-
ate response skills to children 
with disabilities,” Rose said. 
“Schools need to further devel-
op these programs by tailoring 
social development goals for 
each individual student to en-
sure they are learning the so-
cial skills that will help them 

Bullying Remains Persistent Problem for Students
prevent bullying from occur-
ring. Prior research has shown 
that children with disabilities, 
when bullied, may react ag-
gressively when they lack ap-
propriate response skills. 

“Teaching these students 
how to communicate more ef-
fectively with their peers and 
with teachers can help them re-
act to bullying in more positive 
ways, as well as prevent it from 
occurring at all.”

During the course of three 
years, more than 6,500 chil-
dren from grades three through 
12 were surveyed about their 
experiences with bullying. Six-
teen  percent of them had dis-
abilities, specifically learning 

disabilities, emotional disabili-
ties and autism. 

Research found that bullying 
rates across the board peaked 
in third grade, were reduced 
drastically in middle school and 
then rose again during high 
school. However, rates for chil-
dren with disabilities remained 
consistently higher than those 
without disabilities.

“Studying how individual 
children are victimized by bul-
lying over time has revealed 
that children with disabilities 
are not learning how to effec-
tively respond to victimiza-
tion,” Rose said. “As children 
continued to mature, we ex-

pected to see that they would 
slowly develop social skills 
that would help them combat 
victimization and close the gap 
with children without disabili-
ties, but that was not the case. 
Their rates of bullying victim-
ization remained consistently 
higher, which shows that cur-
rent intervention approaches 
are not effectively preparing 
these children who are most at-
risk for bullying involvement.”

Rose claims that many schools 
have begun devoting less time 
to teaching social skills to all 
students as they increase focus 
on common core subjects and 
standardized test preparation. 

An assistive technology com-
pany for those with communi-
cation disabilities, is urging the 
Senate to support The Steve 
Gleason Act of 2016. 

The bill builds upon the im-
provements in Medicare regu-
lations to protect patient access 
to medically necessary speech 
generating devices (SGD) for 
individuals with communica-
tion disabilities, including ALS, 
cerebral palsy, and Rett syn-
drome. 

The bill, introduced by Sen. 
David Vitter (R-La.) and Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn) aims 
to protect medically fragile ben-
eficiaries by permanently im-
plementing the provision of the 
Steve Gleason Act of 2015 that 
removed SGDs from the capped 
rental category. Under the pre-
vious legislation, SGDs were re-
moved from the capped rental 
payment category and were set 
to sun-set by 2018. 

The new bill would make that 
provision permanent. In 2014, 
Medicare categorized SGDs as 
capped rental, which prohibited 
payments for devices and jeop-

Senate Urged to Pass AT Speech Bill
ardized the ability to communi-
cate when patients require hos-
pital, nursing facility or hospice 
care. By revoking the capped 
rental designation, Medicare 
gives patients ownership of the 
SGD and therefore continued 
access to the device when in a 
hospital, nursing facility or hos-
pice.

The Tobii Dynavox Company 
is urging people to contact their 
senators to encourage them to 
support and co-sponsor the bill 
and its swift passage.

Current Tobii Dynavox us-
ers include former National 
Football League football player 
Steve Gleason, for whom theleg-
islation is named.

The initial efforts that re-
sulted in the introduction and 
passage of the original Steve 
Gleason Act were spearheaded 
by a coalition representing all 
stakeholders for SGD access 
including The National ALS 
Association, American Speech 
Hearing-Language Association, 
The Center for Medicare Advo-
cacy and Assistive Technology 
Industry Association. 
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Boces Students Restore Tractor to Like-New Condition

Eastern Suffolk BOCES students helped turn a broken down tractor 
into a perfectly restored work vehicle through a project of the Islip 
Career Center, which provides special career education services to 
students with disabilities. Work began last spring on a 1974 Ford 
tractor that had been left outside for years, was encased in rust and 
wouldn’t start. Vehicular maintenance and repair refurbished the 
engine, auto body repair and refinishing prepped the surface for 

paint and completed a professional paint job in an ESBOCES sig-
nature shade of blue, and welding assisted with necessary repairs. 
Computer graphics produced decals for the tractor that lists the 
names of all participating programs and the school slogan. 

Horticulture students will now learn to use the revamped tractor 
to move compost and plow a plot of land near the school for large 
crops, such as pumpkins and sunflowers. Before photo is at right.

A new regulation, effective 
Jan. 17, mandates that the 
nation’s movie theaters need 
to improve accommodations to 
patrons who have hearing or 
visual disabilities. 

This final rule in the Feder-
al Register amends a Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ) regula-
tion implementing title III of 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), which prohibits dis-
crimination against people with 
disabilities by public accommo-
dations and commercial facili-
ties, including movie theaters. 
It requires theaters to provide 
effective communication to pa-
trons who are deaf, hearing im-

Movie Theaters To Improve 
Accommoditions For Deaf and Blind

Town of North Hempstead 
Supervisor Judi Bosworth, 
the town board and the North 
Hempstead Disability Advisory 
Committee (DAC) recently an-
nounced that the town has part-
nered with local taxi companies 
to offer free and discounted taxi 
rides to residents with disabili-
ties. 

The local law was approved 
unanimously at the recent meet-
ing of the town board. DAC mem-
ber Larry Greenstein said he is 
very pleased about the program 
now including the disabled, be-
cause it will give his 24-year-old 
son more independence. 

“I am proud to live in a town 
that recognizes the transporta-

Township To Provide Free Cab Rides
tion challenges that many peo-
ple with disabilities face and 
has found a cost-effective way to 
support them,” said Greenstein. 
“I applaud Supervisor Bosworth 
and the town board for taking 
this step in helping people with 
disabilities live dignified, self-di-
rected lives in the community”  
This is an expansion of the Proj-
ect Independence Transporta-
tion Program which was orig-
inally implemented in 2009 to 
offer senior citizens discount-
ed or free taxi rides. Now resi-
dents with a disability who are 
21 and older will be eligible for 
free cab rides for grocery shop-
ping trips and discounted rides 
for medical appointments.  

“Together we came up with 
the idea to expand our taxi 
ride program. We hope that 
by including residents with 
disabilities we will be able to 
better assist our residents.”  
Residents who are interested 
in participating must provide 
a copy of an Able-Ride card, or 

Access-A-Ride card. Once an 
individual is registered, they 
may reserve taxi trips by call-
ing 311 or 516 869-6311 at least 
one day in advance. Those who 
use the service must be able to 
ride in a taxi, and if traveling 
with a wheelchair or walker, it 
must be able to fold into a trunk.  

paired, blind or have low vision. 
Auditoriums must have 

closed captioning and audio de-
scription when showing a digi-
tal movie unless doing so would 
result in an undue burden. The 
rule does not impose any man-
dates on theaters that only 
screen analog movies. 

Theaters must comply by 
June 2018. However, if a the-
ater is converted from an analog 
projection system into a system 
that allows it to show digital 
movies after Dec. 2, 2016, their 
compliance deadline is Decem-
ber 2018 or within six months 
of the complete installation of 
the digital system. 

The Brookhaven Town Disability Task Force is
seeking members who wish to be involved in
efforts that will ensure accessible town programs
and services to all residents.

If you are a resident, work or provide services in
Brookhaven Town and would like to join the Task
Force, or you would like more information, please

BROOKHAVEN TOWN TASK FORCE
NEEDS MEMBERS

Contact Clifford Hymowitz at:
chymowitz @brookhaven.org

Or fax a copy of your resume to
Mr. Hymowtiz’s attention at

631 451-6597
Brookhaven Town Disability Task Force’s Mission
is to provide the Town Board with information and
recommendations that will help the Town in its
efforts to develop programs and improve facilities
in order to accommodate and offer equal
opportunities for residents with disabilities to be
active members of our community.
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In today’s world of connected devices 
and smartphones, it’s often the case 
that people simply don’t have the 

time or the space to sit down and read 
a news story. 

There’s also the case of people who 
can’t read due to a disabilitywhere audio adaptations would allow 
for easy consumption. There have been audio publications of long 
form writings, such as the Modern Love Podcast, the Guardian Au-
dio Long Reads, Polygon Longform and a few others such as Mor-
tified, but there hasn’t really been a brand that reads the news to 
people from a wide array of publications until now.

This new podcast category that can be found in the iTunes store 
is called Spoken Editions. It’s a podcast category that hosts audio 
only content of people reading the news from RSS (rich site summa-
ry) feeds of publications such as Ozy and many more. 

At the time, a handful of publishers appeared to be trying out the 
new format. But with the official launch, there are now more than 
40 spoken editions available from a number of publishers, including 
the Huffington Post, Reuters, Slate. Mic, Wired, IGN, Bustle, Fu-
sion, Gizmodo, Jezebel, Lifehacker, TIME, Skift, Playboy and oth-
ers, including TechCrunch.

The podcasts are operated by the Spoken Layer Network. This is 
their focus. They aim to bring the news to people who are driving 
and who are using smart home assistants like Google Home and 
similar.

When listeners tune into a podcast to hear an episode, which is 
uploaded daily, they will hear professional voice actors reading the 
headlines and the contents of the article. Unfortunately, for those 
who are blind and/or visually impaired, images are not described if 
there is a screenshot within the article, but text is read verbatim. 

The choice to use humans rather than synthesized speech was a 
deliberate one. “We have a distributed network of voice-over talent 
that is tagged and managed,” Spoken Layer CEO Will Mayo, previ-
ously explained to TechCrunch. “The voice and style of any brand 
is in its writers and the reporting it does. That’s unique for every 
publication, and that uniqueness is honored.” 

In other words, a brand whose target demographic was a younger 
audience may be voiced by a younger voice actor, for example.

In addition to giving consumers a new way to digest the news, 
Spoken Layer also opens up an additional ad-based revenue stream 
for publishers, thanks to the included audio ads. You can view the 
new recordings at http://itunes.com/SpokenEditions.

Spoken Editions - Producing Audio News

BY ROBERT KINGETT

Read Able Online
SAVE A TREESAVE A TREE

We Can Change Your
Subscription To An Online

Subscription

Email Us- Abledeb@aol.com
Write Us- Able News, PO BOX 395,

Old Bethpage, NY 11804 Call Us- 516 939-2253

BLINDVIEW
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With the recent retire-
ment of founder John 
Bussani, the 42 year 

old Bussani Mobility Team has 
undergone a restructure and 
installation of a three-man ex-
ecutive team. 

According to the company’s 
new Chief Executive Officer 
Dan Bussani who formerly 
served as vice president un-
der his father’s leadership, the 
company was purchased by 
himself and two partners who 
have been long-time employ-
ees.

Bussani teamed up with 
Gen. Mgr. Dan Walsh and Ac-
countant Stephen Wilmer to 
make the purchase. When a 
larger company made an of-
fer to John Bussani to buy his 
business, the three came to-
gether. 

According to John Bussani 
the employees’ offer was ac-
cepted in order to keep the 
“personal customer experi-
ence.”

Small Business Feel
“We want to keep the small 

business feel,” said Dan Bus-
sani. “I think people like to do 
business with small compa-
nies. We don’t want the cus-
tomer to become just a num-
ber. None of us want to get so 
big that it gets to that point.”

Newly named Chief Oper-
ating Officer Dan Walsh sees 
focus as the key. “Each one of 
us knows the other person’s 
goals,” he said. “Our roles are 
clearly defined now and it helps 
us to work together efficiently 
and it also helps the customer.”

“My dad never thought his 
business would grow to what 
it is today,” said the younger 
Bussani. 

The company now has three 
locations – two on Long Island 
and one in Westchester. “We 
want the business to grow in 
the area. We know of a couple 
of locations where we feel we’ll 
be doing a good job for our com-
munity,” he continued. 

Expanding
“We want to keep the per-

sonal touch,” said the new 
Chief Financial Officer Ste-
phen Wilmer. “Although we 
want to expand, we don’t want 
it to get so big that we lose the 
individualized service that was 
always part of the company.”

Mobility Company Reorganizes – Sets Goals

Part of their expansion in-
cludes adding an enhanced 
service department. 

“I noticed clients would buy 
their vehicles from us and were 
going to dealerships and auto-
motive facilities for service,” 
said Walsh. “They were either 
getting taken advantage of or 
refused. I started bringing in 
local repair shops. We would 
do mobility work and they 
would do automotive. After 
a while we started doing full 
service in house for customers 
who choose to have their work 
done in one place.”

Dan Bussani, 41, who lives 
with his wife and two daugh-
ters in Seaford grew up in the 
company. 

Although he had other jobs 
while in school, he has been a 
part of the Bussani team all 
his life and has worked hand-
in-hand with this father as the 
roles gradually reversed and 
he took over much of the day-
to-day operation as John Bus-
sani neared retirement.

Forty-eight-year-old Dan 
Walsh has been on the team for 
13 years. He lives in Seaford 
with his wife and two daughters. 
After learning about business 
by working in the restaurant 
and plumbing businesses and 
his family’s auto body company 
Walsh learned from Dan Bus-
sani about the plan to expand 
the service department in the 
Bethpage location. “At the time 
they were only working on con-
verting vehicles,” said Walsh. “I 
came in to take a look and I fell 
in love with it -- the people, the 
atmosphere and the customers.”

 “Accountability is the word 

we’re using continuously,” said 
Dan Bussani. “We’re account-
able to each other and espe-
cially to the customer.”

 Stephen Wilmer, 37, has 
been with the Bussani team 
for nine years. A month after 
graduating from college he 
filled a need. The company had 
just lost its bookkeeper and the 
Bussanis realizing their need 
was for more than a bookkeep-
er offered Wilmer the posi-
tion. He handles the financial 
needs of the company as well 

as working with the regulatory 
aspects of the New York state 
Department of Motor Vehicles 
and the Department of taxa-
tion. “You have to do every-
thing right,” he said. Wilmer 
lives in Lindenhurst with his 
wife and his two daughters.

“I am confident that the new 
leadership will continue to ser-
vice the disabled community 
with the same care and com-
passion that has been the hall-
mark of the Bussani ‘family’, “ 
said John Bussani.

Dan Bussani Stephen WilmerDan Walsh
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INFORMATIONFORUM

COLLEGE-BOUND STUDENTS URGED 
TO ATTEND HIGH SCHOOL FORUM
Walt Whitman High School in Hun-

tington Station will be hosting a forum on 
higher education for students with disabil-
ities, Jan. 10, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

The evening will focus on the supports 
and accommodations available at colleges 
and universities.  For information contact 
sueschiavone4@gmail.com.

AUDIO DESCRIPTION 
CONFERENCE PLANNED 

The American Council of the Blind will 
present its 11th annual audio description 
institute in Washington, D.C., Feb. 25 to 27. 

To register contact Joel Snyder, jsny-
der@acb.org.

EMPLOYMENT GUIDES 
AVAILABLE ON SS WEBSITE

The Social Security Administration 
(SSA) is urging recipients of SS and/or 
supplemental security income (SSI) to re-
view their latest publications on work in-
centives. 

Some of those include “Working While 
Diabled – How We Can Help,” “Your Ticket 
to Work: What You Need to Know to Keep 
it Working for You,” and “Working While 
Disabled – A Guide to Plans for Achieving 
Self Support.”

They are available for download at www.
ssa.gov/work. Print publications can be re-
quested at OFSM.OSWM.RQCT.Orders@
ssa.gov.

AUTISM ORGANIZATION TO 
HOST PARENTING WORKSHOPS
Nassau Suffolk Services for Autism 

(NSSA) in Commack is offering an eight-
week workshop series for parents and fam-
ily members of children who have autism 
on Thursdays, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., beginning 
Feb. 2. 

The cost for the series is $100. To regis-
ter call 631 462-0386. 

YOGA CLASSES HELD AT TWO 
LONG ISLAND LOCATIONS

Hope Fitness offers yoga classes for the 
disabled every Wednesday at their Bohe-
mia and North Bellmore locations, 4:15 
p.m. to 5:15 p.m. 

All ages and levels welcome. Visit hope-
fitness.org/programs.

LIVELY WEB TALK SHOW TACKLES 
A VARIETY OF DISABILITY TOPICS

Men on the Move is a weekly internet 
show where two hosts who use wheelchairs 
will discuss various issues of importance 
to people with disabilities. 

To view the first episode visit youtu.be/
vEteFmiiQAU.

HEATING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
THROUGH GOVERNMENT FUND
New York’s Home Energy Assistance 

Program (HEAP) provides heating assis-
tance to eligible households with a one-
time benefit of up to $626 depending upon 
income, household size and heating source. 

For this winter, a family of four that has 
a household income of up to $53,076 annu-
ally may qualify for help. 

The program is funded by the feder-
al government and overseen by the New 
York State Office of Temporary and Dis-
ability Assistance. 

To apply visit otda.ny.gov/programs/
heap. 

PUBLIC FEEDBACK ON VOTING 
EXPERIENCES REQUESTED

Several organizations would like feed-
back from voters with disabilities in re-
gard to their experiences on Election 
Day.  

Contact the U.S. Election Assistance 
Commission, listen@eac.gov. Contact Dis-
ability Rights Advocates, CBrandtYoung@
dralegal.org. Take a survey for the Center 
for Independent Living New York at www.
surveymonkey.com/r/5J9BH38. 

JOB SEEKERS CAN LOOK FOR 
OPPORTUNITIES ON AAPD SITE
The American Association of People 

with Disabilities (AAPD) has a new career 
center on their website. 

It is a tool for job-seekers with disabil-
ities to search for employment opportuni-
ties as well as a place for employers to post 
job openings. Visit jobs.aapd.com.

BROADCASTERS GIVEN EXTRA 
TIME TO COMPLY WITH LAW

An 18-month waiver was granted by 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) to the National Association 
of Broadcasters (NAB) to give the broad-
cast industry time to develop solutions to 
comply with the Twenty-First Century 
Communications and Video Accessibility 
Act.    

The act requires broadcasters to pro-
vide an aural representation of visual, 
non-textual emergency information on a 
secondary audio stream. NAB is required 
to provide a status report to the FCC and 
the Consumer and Governmental Affairs 
Bureau on their efforts by Nov. 22. 

The waiver will expire six months after-
ward. 

FAMILIES NEEDED TO TAKE 
SURVEY ABOUT WANDERING KIDS

Cohen Children’s Medical Center of 
New York is conducting a national study 
about wandering/elopement, a prevalent 
problem for people with autism and other 
developmental disorders that affects more 
than 250,000 children each year.

To take the online survey visit www.
WanderingResearch.com.

ABLE ACCEPTS EVENT 
AND PROGRAM INFORMATION 
Able Newspaper will print event and 

program information from agencies when 
space permits.

 Send items to ablenews@aol.com.

REGINA E. BRANDOW, P.C.

Attorney At Law

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

• Individuals With Disabilities and their Families

• Guardianships • Elderlaw Planning

• Wills • Trusts • Probate

1352 Stony Brook Road, Stony Brook, New York
Telephone 631-675-2540 • Facsimile  631-675-2541
regina@brandowlaw.com • www.brandowlaw.com

JAY DAVIS
Attorney at Law

Specializing in Matrimonial and Family Law
Including

FREE CONSULTATIONS CALL 516 222-0010

• Divorce
• Child Custody
• Child Support

• Maintenance
• Relocation
• Family Court
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To have your event or meet-
ing listed, send information to 
www.ablenews@aol.com The 
deadline for calendar items is 
the 10th day of the month pre-
ceding the date of publication. 
Calendar items will be accepted 
only if they have a specific date.

CALENDAROF  EVENTS

JANUARY 2
Bipolar Support Group 
sponsored by Queens/Long Is-
land Counseling Services of 
the Foundation for Religion 
and Mental Health 7:30 to 
8:45 p.m. at the Oceanside Lu-
theran Parish Hall, 55 Fair-
view Ave., Oceanside. For in-
formation call 516 547-4318. 
Also Jan. 16 & 30.

Cancer Support Group 2 
to 4 p.m. at Franklin Hospi-
tal, 900 Franklin Ave., Valley 
Stream. For information call 
516 256-6478.

VIPS (Visually Impaired 
Persons of Suffolk) 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Port Jeffer-
son Village Center, 101-A East 
Broadway, Port Jefferson. For 
information call 631 802-2160. 
Also Jan. 9, 16, 23 & 30.

Gateway Sports Martial 
Arts Workshop for ages 8 to 
14 with special needs 5 to 7 
p.m. at Gural JCC. For infor-
mation call Yael Schochat 516 
569-6733 ext. 213. Also Jan. 
9, 16, 23 & 30.

Family Comes First Tele-
vision Series at 10:30 p.m. 
on Telecare. For information 
call Vincent J. Russo 516 683-
1717 Also Jan. 9, 16, 23 & 30.

JANUARY 3
Teen Zone Fitness, Social-
ization, Dancing, Games 
and more Open to the pub-
lic 4:30 to 6 p.m. at HOPEFit-
ness Nassau, 2750 North Je-
rusalem Rd., North Bellmore. 
For information call 877 396-
4673. Also Jan 10, 17, 24 & 
31.

Caregiver Support Group 
for caregivers of patients with 
chronic and/or serious illness-
es 4 to 5 p.m. at South Nassau 
Communities Hospital Con-
ference Room B or C. For in-
formation call 516 632-4219. 
Also Jan 10, 17, 24 & 31.

JANUARY 4
Southampton Town Dis-
ability Advisory Commit-
tee 2:30 to 4 p.m. in the low-
er level meeting room at 

Southampton Town Hall, 116 
Hampton Rd., Southampton. 
For information call 631 702-
2423. Also Jan. 11, 18 & 25.

Yoga Open to the public 5 to 6 
p.m. at HOPEFitness Nassau, 
2750 North Jerusalem Rd., 
North Bellmore. For informa-
tion call 877 396-4673. Also 
Jan. 11, 18 & 25.

Teen Support Group 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at Sunshine Preven-
tion Center, 468 Boyle Rd., 
Port Jefferson. For informa-
tion visit www.sunshinepre-
ventionctr.org. Also Jan. 11, 
18, 25 & Feb. 1.

Teen Anger Management 
6 to 7 p.m. at Sunshine Pre-
vention Center, 468 Boyle Rd., 
Port Jefferson. For informa-
tion visit www.sunshinepre-
ventionctr.org. Also  Jan. 11, 
18 & 25.

JANUARY 8
Model Train Show present-
ed by Great South Bay Mod-
el Railroad Club 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Freeport Recreation 
Center, 130 E. Merrick Rd., 
Freeport. For information call 
516 378-9594.

Art League of Long Island 
Craft Session for young peo-
ple 1 to 3 p.m. at 107 E. Deer 
Park Rd., Dix Hills. For infor-
mation call 631 462-5400.

JANUARY 10
Students Helping Students 
Special Education College 
Night 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
Walt Whitman High School, 
301 West Hills Rd., Hunting-
ton Station. For information 
email Sue sueschiavone4@
gmail.com.

JANUARY 17
Chronic Pain Support 
Group sponsored by Ameri-
can Chronic Pain Association 
2:30 to 4 p.m. at Metro Phys-
ical Therapy, 800 East Gate 
Blvd., Garden City. For infor-
mation call 516 304-9297.

Multiple Sclerosis Support 
Group 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. 
Francis de Chantal Church, 
1309 Wantagh Ave., Wan-

tagh. For information call 516 
945-4526.

Supporting Our Young 
Adults Network for parents 
and caregivers 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
at Merrick Jewish Center, 225 
Fox Blvd., Merrick. For infor-
mation email Leslie Feinberg 
LGF928@verizon.net. 

JANUARY 18
East End Mental Illness 
Support Group for fami-
ly members, partners and 
friends 7 p.m. at Grace Pres-
byterian Church, 1225 Mon-
tauk Hwy., Water Mill. For in-
formation call 631 728-3082.

JANUARY 19
Webinar – Disability Em-
ployment Tracker 1 to 2 
p.m. with National Organiza-
tion on Disability. For infor-
mation visit www.nod.org/
news-an d-events.html. 

JANUARY 21
Long Island Council of the 
Blind 12:30 to 4 p.m. at the 
Elsworth Allen Town Park 
Community Room, 45 Motor 
Ave., S. Farmingdale. For in-
formation call Ed 516 385-
8756.

JANUARY 26
GASAK: Grandparent Ad-
vocates Supporting Autis-
tic Kids 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at North Shore Family Guid-
ance Center, 80 North Service 
Rd.-LIE, Manhasset. For in-
formation call Dr. Sue Cohen 
516 484-3174 ext. 402.

JANUARY 29
Art Classes 11 a.m. 10 week 
program for ages 7 to 12 and 
11:45 a.m. for ages 12 to 17 of 
all abilities at The Music Acad-
emy for Special Learners, 320 
Smithtown Blvd., Ronkonko-
ma. For information call 631 
615-6707. Through April 1. 

FEBRUARY 1
Yoga Open to the public 5 to 6 
p.m. Wednesdays at HOPEFit-
ness Nassau, 2750 North Je-
rusalem Rd., North Bellmore. 
For information call 877 396-
4673. Also Feb. 8, 15 & 22.

ONGOING EVENTS
Lupus Alliance of Long 
Island/Queens Support 
Group once a month on Tues-
days 7:30 to 9 p.m. in Smith-

town and East Meadow. For 
information call 516 802-
3142.

Veterans Outreach Pro-
gram sponsored by Northport 
VA Medical Center at loca-
tions in Riverhead, Northport, 
East Meadow, Patchogue, 
Valley Stream and Bay Shore. 
For information call Debbie 
631 261-4400 ext. 7084.

Special Needs Sports Pro-
gram for ages 4 and up 12 
to 2 p.m. every other Satur-
day through June at the Wil-
liam Floyd Middle School, 630 
Moriches Middle Island Rd., 
Moriches Athletic Complex, 
Moriches. For information call 
Debbie Metz 631 767-4354.

*New sales and parts. 

Our expert technicians have 
over 25 years of experience 
making Wheelchair Medic 

the place to go for all of your 
repairs and new purchases 

of wheelchairs, scooters and 
other mobility devices.

(718) 352-1623 
www.WheelchairMedic.com

10% 
Discount*
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al Mobility Equipment Dealers 
Association (NMEDA) has re-
ceived an increasing number of 
reports regarding quality and 
safety concerns from veterans 
receiving services through the 
AAE Program.  In response, 
NMEDA began working with 
Congress on a legislative solu-
tion, which resulted in The Vet-
erans Mobility Safety Act.  

“Requiring that vendors offer-
ing AAE services be certified in 
accordance with minimum qual-

ity and safety standards is sim-
ply a matter of common-sense,” 
said Dave Hubbard, CEO of 
NMEDA. “The VA’s longtime 
lack of AAE Program stan-
dards only served to diminish 
the quality of VA healthcare, 
compromise the safety of veter-
ans and the driving public, and 
waste taxpayer dollars fixing 
avoidable mistakes.” 

The legislation was support-
ed by leading veterans service 
organization Paralyzed Veter-

ans of America (PVA), Disabled 
American Veterans, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United 
States, Military Order of the 
Purple Heart, Blinded Veter-
ans Association and Vets First, 
a program of United Spinal As-
sociation. Coalition partners 
in the adaptive technology and 
rehabilitation communities in-
cluded the Rehabilitation Engi-
neering and Assistive Technol-
ogy Society of North America, 
the Association for Driver Re-

habilitation Specialists and the 
National Coalition for Assistive 
and Rehab Technology. 

“Paralyzed veterans who enjoy 
the independence and opportunity 
that driving an adaptive vehicle 
offers will intimately understand 
the importance of this legisla-
tion,” said Sherman Gillums Jr., 
executive director of PVA. “These 
vehicles need to be as safe as pos-
sible and function properly, and 
this bill takes us in the right direc-
tion to achieve just that.”

IMPROVING MOBILITY PROGRAMS FOR VETS
Continued from page 3

THE ACCESS INDEX

BUSSANI MOBILITY TEAM
“Where Mobility Comes First”

Mini Vans, Lifts & Hand Controls
500 Central Ave., Bethpage, N.Y. 11714

888 621-2984

WHEELCHAIR MEDIC
Repairs, Sales and Service

Wheelchairs, Scooters, Handcycles
And Other Mobility Devices

718 352-1623 www.WheelchairMedic.com

LONG ISLAND
www.afterhoursservice.orgwww.afterhoursservice.org

VAN CONVERSIONSATTORNEY

ALPHA CARE SUPPLY, LLC
Ramps • Stairlifts • Porch Wheelchair Lifts

Serving The Entire Metro NYC Area
& LI For 20 years

 866 291-7039

ABILITIES UNLIMITED
Vehicle Modification Specialist

Visit our Indoor Showroom
90 East Jeffryn Blvd., Deer Park, N.Y. 11729

 800 664-8434

BRANDOW LAW - REGINA BRANDOW
Planning for Families and  PWD

Supplemental Needs Trusts, Guardianships,
Wills, Elderlaw Planning and Real Estate
 631 675-2540-www.brandowlaw.com

ACCESS EQUIPMENT

To advertise in
Able’s Access Index
Call 516 939-2253

WHEELCHAIR SALES & SERVICE

PERSONAL PLACEPERSONAL PLACE

GUIDELINES: Able assumes no liability for the contents of or replies to any personal advertisements, or the actions of any individuals. Any such liability rests exclusively with the adver-
tiser, or a respondent to such advertisements. Able may, in its sole discretion, reject of delete any personal advertisements which it deems inappropriate. This service is intended solely for 
personal advertisements of singles. No ads will be accepted from couples, groups or organizations. Advertisers and respondents must be 18 years of age or older. No ads will be published 
seeking persons under the age of 18.

A • Asian B •Black  C •Christian D •Divorced F •Female G •Gay H •Hispanic J •Jewish M •Male N/D • Non drinker N/S • Non Smoker P •Professional  S • Single  W •White

PERSONAL ADS
TO PLACE AN AD

Just write your ad and mail it with your check or money order 
to Able Personals, P.O. Box 395, Old Bethpage, N.Y. 11804. We 
will assign an Able personal number and forward all responses 
to you. Be sure to include your name and address. Just $12 for 
15 words plus $1 for each additional word to appear one month.

TO ANSWER AN AD
Put your response letter in an envelope with the A# of the per-
son you are writing on the front. Put this envelope in another 
envelope addressed to Able personals, P.O. Box 395, Old Beth-
page, N.Y. 11804. Enclose $2 per response to cover the cost 
of handling and mailing fees. Do not send cash. Checks or 
money orders only. Be sure to include your address or phone 
number. For faster response place 47 cent stamp on envelope.

NAME ___________________________________________________________________________________  
ADDRRESS_______________________________________________ZIP_________PHONE______________

CHECK ENCLOSED     Make Checks payable to Able Newspaper
VISA              MASTER CARD

ACCT#________________________________EXP DATE___________ SGNATURE____________________

CUT OUT AND SEND WITH YOUR PERSONAL AD

SWM 70, seeks nice lady for com-
panionship to spend quality time 
with. I live in Babylon Township. 
In your response include you tele-
phone number, NS               A384

MEET A COMPANION, PHONE FRIEND, PEN PAL, OR EVEN A SPOUSE
WCF, 85, looking for compan-
ion, friendship, dancing, dating, 
conversation and dining, Suff olk 
County, ND and NS.             A379

Who knows, I might get lucky 
and this senior citizen could 
meet a nice lady to spend quali-
ty time with. If you could be this 
lady I’d love it.                      A372

Smart, black christian girl, likes 
reading bible, watching TV and 
music. Seeks cool smart white 
male with similar interests, 
Brooklyn area.                    A380

SWM 63, Seeks nice lady for 
serious long term relationship, 
please include your phone num-
ber                                         A375

SWF, looking for that special 
guy to spend the rest of my life 
with. I’m easy going, out going 
person and I love doing most ev-
erything. Lets enjoy life together.                                       

A377

SWM 65, seeks SWF for a phone 
friend and eventually maybe to 
meet. I do not have a computer, 
so please send your phone num-
ber .                                               A374

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Saima Aslam, a woman with 
muscular dystrophy in Paki-
stan, became a leading advo-
cate for women and girls with 
disabilities nationally and in-
ternationally.  

Senarath Attanayake was 
the first wheelchair user in Sri 
Lanka to be called to the bar as 
an attorney and one of few to 
attend a university. 

Peggy Chenoweth of Virgin-
ia, an amputee, created ampu-
teemommy.com, a blog devoted 
to issues affecting people with 
limb loss, which has a monthly 
readership of nearly 500,000. 

P.J. Edington, of Washing-
ton, D.C., is a senior govern-
ment and regulatory affairs 

executive for IBM and a life-
long advocate for human and 
women’s rights. 

For more than 50 years, Hi-
royasu Itoh has been an ad-
vocate for independent living 
and workplace inclusion for 
people with disabilities in Ja-
pan. Itoh,  founded the Japan 
Abilities Association and Abil-
ities Care-net. 

He launched the Nation-
al Network of Japanese with 
Disabilities Act, which became 
law in April 2016.

Jim Mayer of Washington, 
D.C., is a veteran and a double 
leg amputee. He created and 
directed a program to train 
wounded warriors, spouses 

and caregivers to be certified 
peer mentors for more recently 
injured service members.  

David McGill of Center-
port, N.Y., is the president of 
the National Association for 
the Advancement of Orthot-
ics and Prosthetics. He led the 
organization’s effort to raise 
awareness about proposed 
changes to Medicare policy. 
He also spearheaded the effort 
that  forced New York state to 
reverse a “one prosthesis per 
life” restriction.  

Curtis Pride of New York 
City is a former New York 
Met who became the first 
player who is deaf to play in 
the major league since 1945. 

Today, Pride is the head base-
ball coach at Gallaudet Uni-
versity. 

Disability rights activist 
Juan Pablo Salazar Salaman-
ca designed and implement-
ed the global campaign “Lend 
Your Leg” to spread awareness 
about limb loss from landmin-
es, an ongoing problem in his 
home country of Colombia. 

Louise Sinden-Carroll is 
chief executive of The Nation-
al Foundation for the Deaf in 
New Zealand, works as the 
general secretary of the Inter-
national Federation of Hard of 
Hearing People and is a trust-
ee for the Human Rights for 
All Trust in New Zealand. 

VISCARDI AWARDS
Continued from page 1

Able
Business

DIRECTORY

LI BD

Housing Discrimination

Service Dog Discrimination

Accessibility Discrimination�

ABLE
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING

FOR SALE

ROOMMATE NEEDED

AUTOMOTIVE

HAIRDRESSER FOR SALE

EX-N-FLEX
Leg excerciser, like new. in-
cludes original manual and 
tool kit, for further details 
call. 631 427-1422.

TRICYCLE
Adult 24” with large basket 
and hand brake, $225 or 
best offer. Call or text 516 
633-0246.

ROOMMATE NEEDED
Farmindale, near all. Call 
516 454-8041.

SCOOTER LIFT
Excel by VM- Premier Inte-
rior Mounted Lift, univer-
sal design that  ts nearly 
every van and SUV, wire-
less keychain remote., rear 
and curbside loading capa-
bilities, 350lb lifting capac-
ity. Currently un-installed, 
$475 or best offer. Call or 
text  for more information 
516 633-0246.

SHOWER CHAIRS
4 chairs available $10 each.
Call or text 516 633-0246.

HAIRDRESSER
Haircut in your home. Call 
917 363-6834.

BEDROOM COMMODE
Wood and beige vinyl $75. 
Call or text  516 633-0246.

Disabled person looking for 
a part time job. I have exten-
sive experience in the cleri-
cal  eld and I have worked 
for over 20 years in the 
medical  eld. My hours are 
 exible and I am extremely 
reliable. Please contact me 
at 646 236-5200.

POSITION WANTED

CLASSIF IED MAIL - IN  FORM CLASSIFIED AD RATES
INDIVIDUAL
1 Edition - $7 per 5 word line
2 Editions- $10 per 5 word line
BUSINESS
1 Edition - $11 per 5 word line
2 Editions - $10 per 5 word line
MAIL TO:
ABLE NEWS, PO Box 395
Old Bethpage, N.Y. 11804
OR to place you ad with a credit card by 
phone call 516 939-2253
DEADLINE:
The 10th day of the month prior to publication.

Print my ad as follows
(Use one space per word)

NAME _____________________________________
ADDRESS _________________________________
________________________________ZIP________
PHONE (   ) _________________
RUN MY AD IN THE :

L.I. EDITION               N.Y. EDITION
CHECK ENCLOSED $ ______________________
Make Checks payable to Able Newspaper

VISA             MASTERCARD  
Acct# _________________________________Exp. Date_______
Signature__________________________Security code_______

FOR SALE
2002 CHRYSLER

Town and Country, rear en-
try with power rear hatch 
& ramp, 150K $7,200. Call 
631 321-4196.

HOME AIDE
HOME HEALTH CARE

Need 4 weekdays, ref avail-
able. Call Jennifer 631 703-
8791.

SCOOTER
3 Wheel Spit re EX mobil-
ity scooter, like new, with 
charger, needs new battery. 
Email jeremy@eed-a.org, if 
interested.
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SPORTS SCENE

The Mill Neck Family of Organizations recently held their fi fth annu-
al regatta, where 15 sailors took to the waters of Oyster Bay Harbor. 
It was followed by a cocktail party, raffl  es, auction, live music and 

Oyster Bay Regatta Raises Money for Mill Neck 
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an award ceremony for regatta winners at Mill Neck Manor House. 
Proceeds will benefi t programs and services for people who are 
deaf and hearing impaired.  

The United States Associa-
tion of Blind Athletes (USABA) 
is partnering with Vermont 
Adaptive Ski and Sport to host 
the 10th annual Vermont Win-
ter Ski Festival, Feb. 10 to 13. 

Participants will have the 
opportunity to learn or practice 

USABA to Host Annual Ski Fest
skills in alpine skiing, snow-
boarding and Nordic skiing. 

The cost of $260 per per-
son includes housing, meals, 
equipment, lift tickets and 
banquet. Funding for mili-
tary veterans is available. 
To apply call 802 353-7584.

Send All Your Sports News To
ablenews@aol.com

(855) 982-8924             www.BussaniMobility.com
Bethpage • Smithtown • Mamaroneck

(855) 982-8924 www.BussaniMobility.com

If You Can Dream It, We Can Get You There

Wheelchair Accessible Van Sales, Service & RentalsWheelchair Accessible Van Sales, Service & RentalsWheelchair Accessible Van Sales, Service & RentalsWheelchair Accessible Van Sales, Service & RentalsWheelchair Accessible Van Sales, Service & RentalsWheelchair Accessible Van Sales, Service & Rentals

New
York’s 

#1

w e  g e t t h e r ey o u CALL TODAY FOR SPECIALDEALS

“Dinner Out Used To Be 
Only Twice A Year.

Now…Twice A Week!”  
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HOPEFitness  
Suffolk:  
3140 Veterans Highway, 
Bohemia, NY 11716 

HOPEFitness  
Nassau:  
2750 N. Jerusalem Rd.  
N. Bellmore, NY 11710 

(See our website for directions)  
www.HOPEFitness.org

Personal & Group Fitness Training with  
Certified Personal Trainers Since 2005
For Individuals With All Types of Abilities

Featured by 
OPWDD, TV & 

Newsday

HOPEFitness
Making Fitness Accessible for ALL Abilities

 Free Initial Workout 
& Assessment

 Group Fitness/One on 
One Personal Training

 Yoga/Zumba

 Self Determination/ISS

 Servicing Group Homes/
Day Habs

 Open to the Public 1(877)-396-HOPE (4673)


