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PROUD IN N.J.
Hundreds Joined in Disability Parade
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The third annual New Jer-
sey Disability Pride Parade
and Celebration was held Oct.
4 in Trenton.

Hundreds of people and
many organizations represent-
ing a wide variety of disabili-
ties marched from the New
Jersey State House on West
State St. to the disability pride

celebration on East Lafayette
St.

In honor of National Disabil-
ity Employment Awareness
Month, the Commissioner of
the N.J. Department of Human
Services, Jennifer Velez, Esq.
as well as representatives from
N.J. Department of Vocational
Rehabilitation Services, the

N.J. Division on Disability Ser-
vices and the N.J. Council on
Developmental Disabilities
spoke.

“The Disability Pride Parade
is an opportunity for people
with disabilities to show that
having a disability is a part of
human diversity,” said Velez.
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An appeals court unani-
mously ruled that the
City of New York is not

liable for the 2004 death of a
9-year-old boy with disabilities
who went into toxic shock at
his private school in New Jer-
sey.

Jonathan Begley, of Staten
Island, attended The Forum
School of Waldwick, N.J., after
it was determined that his edu-
cational and medical needs
could not be met at schools in
his community. The school spe-
cializes in the education of stu-
dents with disabilities,

In Begley v. City of New
York, the court ruled that the
Department of Education
(DOE) “was entitled to reason-
ably rely on that school to act
responsibly in providing for
Jonathan’s medical needs and
protecting his safety.”

Begley was autistic, asthmatic
and allergic to a large number of
substances and foods. He died
two weeks after going into ana-
phylactic shock at school.

His parents believe that
their son had an allergic reac-
tion to blueberries that the
teacher brought into class on
that day, although that par-
ticular food was not indicated

The American Network of
Community Options and Re-
sources (ANCOR) recently issued
a declaration on health parity for
people with disabilities which
seeks to remove barriers to health
care for people with intellectual
and/or developmental disabilities
(IDD).

The declaration outlines the
obstacles to health care for people
with IDD and the steps that ser-
vice providers, health care provid-

on the allergy list that Begley’s
parents provided to the school
when he was enrolled. Further-
more, it was never proven that
the boy did in fact eat or come
into contact with the fruit.

The private nurse the city
hired to accompany the boy to
school and to all his classes ad-
ministered three doses of epi-
nephrine when he went into
distress, but the treatment
was unsuccessful. The school’s
nurse was called to the scene,
who soon thereafter called 911.

His parents believe that
school staff and their son’s
nurse could have prevented
their son’s death. They also
claimed that the school had
violated their son’s Individual
Education plan (IEP) by sta-
tioning his nurse in the hall
just outside the classroom. The
court held that there was no
specific requirement in the IEP
requiring a nurse to be by his
side at all times, although she
was permitted to enter the
classroom when necessary.

The court found that the city
and its DOE cannot be held re-
sponsible for a child who was
in the custody of a private
school in another state and did
not have the ability to exercise

control over that school. The
court also dismissed the
parent’s lawsuit against the
school and their son’s nurse,
ruling that the defendants had
taken the appropriate steps to
save the boy’s life. The court
also felt bound to the fact that
no evidence was submitted by
plaintiffs to prove that blueber-
ries triggered Jonathan’s aller-
gic reaction.

“The evidence submitted by
The Forum School ... showed
that it took reasonable steps to
protect Jonathan by alerting
teachers and staff to his aller-
gies and instructing that he
not be given any food except
that which came from his
home,” declared the four-judge
panel. “In addition, The Forum
School personnel appropriately
called for emergency assis-
tance ... within minutes after
Jonathan first began to exhibit
signs of respiratory distress.”

The state supreme court had
previously rejected the
Begleys’ claim for punitive
damages against the school
and the nurse, but allowed
their claim for compensatory
damages to proceed. The defen-
dants appealed that decision,
which led to the appeal.

Parents Lose Appeal

Declaration Outlines Means to Health Care Equality
ers and funders, such as Medic-
aid, must take to ensure they
have the same access to screen-
ing, preventive care and other
medical needs as people without
disabilities.

It also cites data from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention that show people with dis-
abilities are more likely to expe-
rience delays in gaining access to
health care, are less likely to re-
ceive routine screenings such as

mammograms, are more often
overweight and other disparities.

Additionally, earlier this year,
the ANCOR board of directors
voted unanimously to endorse a
position statement by the Ameri-
can Association on Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities
(AAIDD) and the Arc that called
for the reduction in the incidence
of intellectual and developmental
disabilities through research and
prevention.

“Our members are doing every-
thing they can to support people
with IDD, as they live indepen-
dently and make choices about
where to live and work and en-
gage in their communities,” said
Renee Pietrangelo, ANCOR CEO.

“The lack of equitable access to
health care is shortening and di-
minishing the quality of their
lives disproportionately com-
pared to people without disabili-
ties.

Today we’re announcing our
commitment to changing this
alarming trend.”

FREE
6 Months of Able Online!!!

GIVE IT
A TRY

Just email abledeb@aol.com and we’ll sign you up!

Or
Convert your paper subscription

to online!

99

To sign up go to our website www.ablenews.com
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ADAPTers Arrested Over Broken Promises
S ixty ADAPT protestors

where recently arrested
at the White House dur-

ing a week-long visit to Washing-
ton, D.C., meant to celebrate
ADAPT 30 year anniversary of
fighting for the rights of people
with disabilities.

“We are here because the
Obama Administration and Vice
President Joe Biden have pledged
to work with people with disabili-
ties on the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA), Olmstead and
the Affordable Care Act (ACA),”
said Tom Earl of Philadelphia
ADAPT. “They have promised
ADAPT to move away from an
institutional bias, but they have
broken that promise.

 Even worse, they have begun
a pattern of ignoring the disabil-
ity community. The Department
of Labor did not include the dis-
ability community in promulgat-
ing rules covering a companion
exemption to the wage and over-
time regulations.”

The activists worked their way
through gaps in the barricades at
the entrance road to the White
House. When they would not head
police warnings, dozens of them
were placed under arrest, many
in wheelchairs.

“I’m getting arrested because I
can. I am thinking of the people
that went before me to fight for my
rights – the right to go to school,
ride the bus and other civil
rights,”said Matt Clark of Phila-
delphia ADAPT. “I believe I should
pay it forward and fight for the
rights of people who cannot be here
now, the next generation.”

“I’d rather go to jail than
to die in a nursing home,”
said Jonathan Dollhopf of
Binghamton, N.Y.

Prior to visiting the White

House, ADAPT stormed the
Longworth House Office Build-
ing on Capitol Hill, where
House Speaker John Boehner
(R) has a public office. ADAPT
told Boehner not to threaten
the programs that enable
people to live in the community
rather than nursing facilities
and institutions.

Part of their visit to the nation’s
capital included a meeting with
Deputy Secretary of the Housing
and Urban Development (HUD)
Maurice Jones.

Jones answered the questions

of activists from across the coun-
try about the lack of affordable,
accessible housing. Another issue
raised by ADAPT included a
policy to define people in nursing
homes as being homeless. Jones
stated that he was in agreement
with most points raised by
ADAPT, and he promised to in-
vestigate a number of individual
problems.

“We appreciate Mr. Jones com-
ing out to meet with us to hear
firsthand the dire housing situa-
tions facing people with disabili-
ties from around the country,”

ADAPT Protesters at White House

said Nancy Salandra of Philadel-
phia ADAPT. “Adequate housing
is critical to exercising our civil
right of living in the community.
We look forward to following up
with Mr. Jones for action on the
issues we raised.”

“Despite our many accom-
plishments, we still face tre-
mendous barriers, before the
right of everyone to live in the
community is a reality,” said
Bruce Darling of New York
state ADAPT.  “If it takes an-
other 30 years of fighting, we
will still be here.”

Final Rule to Black Lung Benefits Act Published
The U.S. Department of

Labor’s Office of Workers’ Com-
pensation Programs (OWCP) re-
cently announced the final rule
implementing amendments to
the Black Lung Benefits Act
passed by Congress in 2010. Com-
monly called the Byrd Amend-
ments after their sponsor, the late
Sen. Robert Byrd, the amend-
ments re-instate two provisions
regarding coal miners’ and survi-
vors’ entitlement to benefits that
had been eliminated in 1981.

The first amendment man-
dates a presumption of total dis-
ability or death caused by pneu-
moconiosis for coal miners who
worked for at least 15 years in
underground (or comparable sur-
face) mining and who suffer or
suffered from a totally disabling
respiratory impairment. The sec-
ond amendment provides auto-
matic entitlement for eligible sur-
vivors of miners who were them-
selves entitled to receive benefits
as a result of a lifetime claim.

The re-instated amend-
ments are 30 United States
Code 921(c)(4) and 30 U.S.C.
932(l); and they are contained
in Section 1556 of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Act and apply to claims filed
after Jan. 1, 2005, that are
pending on or after March 23,
2010.

The final rule addresses the
automatic entitlement of certain
survivors and the 15-year en-
titlement presumption as it ap-

plies to miners’ and their survi-
vors’ claims. In addition, the
rule eliminates several unneces-
sary or obsolete provisions in
accordance with Executive Or-
der 13563.

The final rule was published
in the Federal Register, and it
can be viewed at www.federal
register.gov/articles/2013/09/25/
2013-22874/regulations-imple-
menting-the-byrd-amendments-
to-the-black-lung-benefits-act-
determining-coal-miners.
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Health and Human Services
(HHS) Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius recently recognized
more than 900 Champions for
Coverage nationwide.

900 Champions for Coverage Help Insurance Marketplace
zations includes American
Academy of Family Physicians;
American Nurses Association;
Bon Secours Health System;
Men’s Health Network; Na-
tional Women’s Law Center;
Lutheran Services in America
and Thrifty White Pharmacy.

In all states, there will be
people trained and certified to
help people understand their
health coverage options and en-
roll in a plan.

They will be known by differ-
ent names, depending on who
provides the service and where
they are located.

 Consumers can also find
help at local community health
centers and libraries. The Mar-
ketplace consumer call center
is open 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week by calling 800-318-
2596,  (hearing impaired call-
ers using TTY/TDD can dial 1-
855-889-4325), with transla-
tion services available in 150
languages.

Visit HealthCare.gov or
CuidadodeSalud.gov to learn
more or participate in a live
chat with a trained customer
service representative.

Enrollment in the Health In-
surance Marketplace contin-
ues for six months. Consumers
can apply and choose a plan
until the end of March with
coverage beginning as early as
Jan. 1, 2014.

These organizations and
businesses have volunteered to
help Americans without afford-
able insurance learn more and
get coverage through the

Health Insurance Market-
place, which will give consum-
ers a whole new way to shop
and purchase affordable, high
quality health coverage.

“A network of volunteers on
the ground in every state in-
cluding health care providers,
business leaders, faith leaders,
community groups, advocates
and local elected officials – can
help spread the word and en-
courage their neighbors to get
enrolled,” said Sebelius.

 Champions for Coverage in-
clude national and local busi-
nesses and organizations –
bloggers, community health
centers, hospitals, communi-
ties of faith and civic organi-
zations.

They will use publicly avail-
able materials from the Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) to help mem-
bers of their communities un-
derstand their new options
through the Marketplace.
There are many ways these
organizations are helping, in-
cluding providing information
about the law in their office,
hosting education events or
posting information on their
website.

CMS Administrator Marilyn
Tavenner said, “Coverage for
those who enroll by Dec. 15 will
begin on Jan. 1, 2014.”

The growing list of organi-

Max Gold Refused Accommodation at Smithsonian

Continued on page 8

Jake and Max Gold

M ax Gold and his
brother Jake are su
ing the Smithsonian

Institution for denying Max ac-
cess to a flight simulator last
summer at the Air and Space
Museum in Washington D.C.

because of his disability.
According to the Social Jus-

tice Law Collective, the Gold
siblings were “insulted and be-
rated “by the operators of the
simulator, at one point suggest-
ing that Max get out of his
wheel chair and walk up a flight
of stairs.

“It was a little confusing,”
said Gold. “My brother and I
were doing something that
we’ve always done. We were im-
provising for that obstacle.”

Max Gold, a native of
Merrick, N.Y. has a vascular
anomaly birth defect which re-
sulted in having his right leg
amputated as a child causing
him to be wheelchair user. Jake
Gold often acts as his caregiver
in certain situations.

Shawn Heller, one of the law-
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A bby Duffy, a fourth
grader from New
Hampshire, recently

Fourth Grader Wins High-Tech Braille Device

The Federal Communications
Commission’s (FCC) Accessibil-
ity Clearinghouse is a Congres-
sionally-mandated web reposi-
tory of information about acces-
sible communications products
and services.

It is mandated by the 21st
Century Communications and
Video Accessibility Act of 2010
(CVAA), which also requires the
FCC to promote this resource to
the public. The Accessibility
Clearinghouse includes informa-
tion on accessibility features of
mobile phones; accessibility con-
tacts at telecommunications and
advanced communications ser-
vices companies; free assistive
apps for various computing plat-
forms; and organizations imple-
menting the National Deaf-Blind

Contest winner Abby Duffy, left, with her brother Sam and mother
Penny.

won a Perkins SMART Brailler
in a contest designed to provide
a child who is blind with a free

cutting-edge educational tool.
The contest involved giving

six families the opportunity to
try out the device for two
weeks and then blog about
their experiences. Duffy re-
ceived 13,000 online votes
from friends, family and the
general public throughout the
country who followed the com-
petition.

Duffy began losing her vi-
sion at age 6, due to an optic
disease which is very rare in
females, especially those her
age. She began to learn Braille
and use various devices that
helped her read and write.

But the SMART Brailler is
a state-of-the-art device which
provides audio and visual feed-
back with hard-copy output so
that people who are blind can

learn Braille together and
work together more easily. It
resembles a small typewriter
with a Braille keyboard, out-
put screen, memory storage,
file-sharing capabilities and
data-processing functions.

Although Duffy was thrilled
to win, it was a bittersweet vic-
tory, because she felt bad for the
five other children who were not
so lucky.

The six families joined forces
and created fundraising pages
so the five other families could
attempt to purchase the device.

Perkins Products started
each family off with a $500 do-
nation and within a couple
days, three of the families
reached their goal.

The other two families are
on their way.

Clearinghouse is Repository of Communications Info
Equipment Distribution Pro-
gram (NDBEDP).

To enable more flexible and
targeted use of Clearinghouse
information, the FCC has re-
leased a software development
kit (SDK) that makes custom
programming of inquiries to the
database relatively easy with a
free, popular language called
Python. Python-based apps can
query the Clearinghouse based
on an application programming
interface.

Clearinghouse information
may be selectively filtered and
combined with data from other
sources as mashups. Views of
information may be created that
differ from the presentation on
the Clearinghouse website,
thereby tailoring value for par-

THE DISABILITY RIGHTS MOVEMENT
From Charity to Confrontation

DORIS ZAMES FLEISCHER AND FRIEDA ZAMES

The Struggle for disability rights in the U.S.

Doris Zames Fleischer has been a member of the
Humanities and Social Sciences Dept. at New Jersey

Institute of Technology  since 1988. Frieda Zames,
Associate Professor of Mathematics Emeritus at New

Jersey Institute of Technology, was a disability rights
activist for more than 25 years.

 $24.95

Submit Orders To:
Temple Universary Press
1601 N. Broad Street, USB 305, Philadelphia, PA 19122

Call us toll-free 1-800-447-1656 or fax us at 215-204-1128
Visit our web site at www.temple.edu/tempress

ticular constituencies or devices.
Related links are the Acces-

sibility Clearinghouse, www.fcc.
gov/accessibilitycleari nghouse;
blog post on the Clearinghouse
SDK, www.fcc.gov/blog/fcc-re-
leases-software-development-

kit-accessibility-clearinghouse;
Source code of the Clearing-
house SDK, www.git hub.com/
FCC/clearing houseSDK; Demo
of the Clearinghouse SDK,
www.youtube .com/watch?v=_
Pk0igOFmqY.

DiscoverAbility NJ is a project of the NJ Department 

of Human Services/Division of Disability Services.

We are supporting the employment of individuals

with disabilities in NJ by creating stronger

connections to employers, supporting professional 

development opportunities for human services staff

and conducting outreach and education activities 

with consumers and businesses. This project is 

funded by the Center for Medicaid and Medicare, 

Comprehensive Employment Services Grant.

Toll Free Information Line: 1-888-285-3036
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T he Laurent Clerc Na-
tional Deaf Education
Center recently pub-

lished “Critical Needs of Stu-
dents Who are Deaf or Hard of
Hearing: A Public Input Sum-
mary,” a reference on how hear-
ing people perceive and describe
barriers faced by children who
are deaf and hearing impaired.

“[It] is a 15-page document
developed with language for all
audiences, yet provides analysis
and statistics that will benefit
educators at all levels, academic
researchers, service providers,
grant seekers and policy-mak-
ers,” said Christen Szymanski,
director of research and evalua-
tion at the Clerc Center and who
led the data analysis. “This col-
lection of public input provides
valuable insight into the wide
and diverse range of perspec-
tives regarding the needs of deaf
and hard of hearing children,
their families and the profes-
sionals who work with them
across the nation.

”This analysis is based on
1,400 comments from 775 re-
spondents broad in geographic
and linguistic diversity. Eighty-
five percent of them reported
that they currently or used to
work with children who are
hearing impaired traditionally
underserved groups, such as
those from rural areas, non-En-
glish speaking homes, have sec-
ondary disabilities, who are
from minority populations and/
or who are struggling
academically.The comments
identified 14 barriers that the
children encounter from birth
through 21-years-old. However,
from these 14 barriers, four

Study Examines Barriers
For Children Who are Deaf

themes emerged from nearly
two-thirds of the responses,
which are language and commu-
nication, resources, social con-
cerns and qualified direct ser-
vice personnel. Other barriers
included knowledge and educa-
tion of caregivers, professionals
and the general public; collabo-
rative efforts; qualified profes-
sionals and services; meeting
the needs of the student within
the school system; and the
child’s self-development. 

The Clerc Center receives its
mandate from the Education of
the Deaf Act, which requires it
to establish priorities through a
process that incorporates public
input. The data collection took
place from 2010 to 2011, and
was coordinated by Sue Jacoby,
executive director of planning,
development and dissemination
at the Clerc Center. “Common
themes emerge regardless of
background and context,” said
Jacoby.

“This is powerful information
for people to consider when
planning their programs and
services, serving students, iden-
tifying priorities and needs, and
seeking resources.” “These find-
ings make a powerful contribu-
tion to the national conversation
on deaf education,” said Ed
Bosso, vice president of the
Clerc Center at Gallaudet Uni-
versity. “This document gives us
a pulse on deaf education, as
reported by parents, educators,
administrators and service pro-
fessionals, all of whom the Clerc
Center serves. This will help the
Clerc Center identify and design
high impact strategies to ad-
dress them.” 

So, where are we
off to next?

ONE OF OUR PRIMARY GOALS IS TO ENABLE PEOPLE
TO CONTROL THEIR OWN LIVES BY GETTING THE

GOVERNMENT’S MONEY SENT TO US
INSTEAD OF AGENCIES

INNERSIGHT means FREEDOM
Advocates for the Disabled

Contact us
INNERSIGHT, INC, Islip, NY 11751
(631) 224-3090 or (631) 478-3590

Email - innersight@pmpmail.com (not attachments please)
Visit our website www.innersight.info

Facebook-www.facebook.com/#!Frank.Perino.INNERSIGHT
Twitter - https://twitter.com/innersightinfo

Hear us on Blogtalkradio
7 nights a week 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. eastern

www.blogtalkradio.com/innersightinfo
Live call in (213) 816-1650 weekends featuring autistic programming.

Also on WRB.

Watch us on television, by checking our website
www.innersight.info/

Call (631) 224-3090 to find our local listing
for Long Island Cablevision.

On Manhattan Neighborhood Network we can be seen on the
internet www.mnn.org on the Spirit Channel, (Channel 3).

MNN broadcasts to TWC Channel 57,
RCN Channel 84 and

Verizon FIOS Channel 35 Wednesday nights at 11 p.m.
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Regain Your Freedom
with a Stair Lift or Modular Ramp System

PURCHASE OR RENT

Stair Lifts: Indoor or
Outdoor Models

Also Available
•Wheelchair Lifts •Custom Curved Stair Lifts

•Home Elevators •Portable Ramps

732 240-0446
Toll Free in NJ 888 845-LIFT (5438)

www.abbylifts.com

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Stair Lifts• Wheelchair Lifts • Scooter Lifts • Ramps

QUICK INSTALLATION

Upl i f t ing the qual i ty of  your l i fe. . .

In recognition of the 40th
anniversary of the signing
of Rehabilitation Act of

1973 into law, the National
Council on Disability (NCD)
recently hosted an “Introduc-
tion of Tactile Currency in
America” with the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing, the
Federal Reserve Board, and
the U.S. Secret Service to cre-
ate awareness of, inform and
provide relevant input for rec-
ommendations and action on
the development and distribu-
tion of tactile currency in the
United States.

The event, held at the
United States Bureau of En-
graving and Printing, included

presentations on the design,
production and distribution of
tactile currency and represen-
tatives from a number of fed-
eral agencies detailed the
progress on providing mean-
ingful access to U.S. paper cur-
rency for persons with disabili-
ties.

“Unprecedented increases in
the number of Americans with
vision disabilities, due to the
aging demographics of Ameri-
can society and significant in-
creases in combat injuries af-
fecting sight among American
veterans make the develop-
ment and adoption of tactile
currency a growing need,” said
NCD Chairperson Jeff Rosen.

“Just as the Rehab Act ex-
tended civil rights to Ameri-
cans with disabilities by pro-
hibiting discrimination within
the federal government and
Section 508 of the Act built the
foundation for electronic access
four decades ago, we held this
event to honor our history and
move toward a day when the
money Americans spend will
be both earned and used by all.

The Rehabilitation Act of
1973 (The Rehab Act) prohib-
ited discrimination on the ba-
sis of disability by federal
agencies, in programs receiv-
ing federal financial assis-
tance, in federal employment,
and in the employment prac-
tices of federal contractors.
Section 504 of the Rehab Act
extended civil rights to people
with disabilities and Section
508 requires federal electronic
and information technology to
be made accessible.

The law also created the
United States Access Board to
ensure equal access to the built
environment.

“NCD extends its sincere

gratitude to the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing, the Fed-
eral Reserve Board and the
U.S. Secret Service for their
partnership and expertise,
along with community stake-
holders, in conducting this
event,” said Rosen. “We also
acknowledge and appreciate
the commitment of the Admin-
istration as articulated by
Claudia Gordon from the
White House Office of Public
Engagement in her keynote ad-
dress. Lastly, while the com-
mitment to universal access is
Council-wide, the success of
this event would not have been
possible without the dedicated
efforts of Councilmember
Janice Lehrer-Stein and Co-
Vice Chair Kamilah Oni Mar-
tin-Proctor.”

NCD is an independent fed-
eral agency that consists of 15
pres ident ia l l y -appo inted
councilmembers and a full-
time professional staff, who
advise the President, Congress
and other federal agencies on
disability policy, programs,
and practices.

NCD Hosts Tactile Currency Forum

Alexander Van Hook, a third-year political science major at Roch-
ester Institute of Technology’s National Technical Institute for the
Deaf, spent his summer in Washington, D.C., where he completed
a co-op in the Capitol working for U.S. Rep. Cathy McMorris-
Rodgers, right, from Washington state. His research project su-
pervisor, Karen Summar is on the left.

Van Hook’s internship was through the American Association
of People with Disabilities Internship Program. He was one of 30
students or recent graduates to work in Washington in various
agencies, companies or Congressional offices. During his intern-
ship he conducted a research project on the current benefits of
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

He met and interviewed various disability organizations and dis-
ability rights advocates in the D.C. area, conducted research at the
Library of Congress and gave a presentation to McMorris-Rodgers.

Van Hook said he learned how to be a better leader and how to
be a better advocate, both for himself and for the disability com-
munity.

Van Hook is director of Student Affairs for the NTID’s Student
Congress, overseeing student participation on various committees,
assisting students with concerns and working with the NTID ad-
ministration and faculty as well as RIT’s Student Government.

RIT/NTID Student Leader Bridges Barriers
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NFL AND REBUILDING TOGETHER
WORK ON SANDY DAMAGED HOMES

Kickoff to Rebuild is an annual NFL-
sanctioned event hosted by Rebuilding To-
gether.

For 19 years, Rebuilding Together has
partnered with the NFL in Super Bowl
cities across the country, rebuilding
houses and bringing together neighbor-
hoods, home by home, block by block.

In November and January 2014 Kick-
off to Rebuild comes to Bergen County. Re-
building Together will mobilize hundreds
of volunteers to complete renovations on
homes severely damaged by Sandy.

Volunteers are still needed, particu-
larly those with skills in carpentry, dry-
wall, masonry, plumbing, landscaping and
other home improvement areas. Registra-
tion is available online to volunteer on one
of the Saturday workdays.

For information and to register to vol-
unteer visit www.rebuildingtogether.org/
ktr.

SAVE THE DATE FOR
CAPE MAY AWARENESS DAY

On Saturday, Nov. 16 Cape May County
will hold its Fifth Annual Community Dis-
abilities Awareness Day.

The event will take place from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. at the Avalon Elementary School, 235
32nd St., Avalon, N.J.

For information contact Paulann Pierson,
Dept. of Aging and Disability Services 609
886-2784.

AUCD CONFERENCE
WILL ADDRESS INCLUSION

AUCD will hold the conference “Promot-
ing Inclusion in and Increasingly Diverse
World Nov. 17 through 20 at the Renais-
sance Washington, DC Downtown Hotel.

Joan Reed, the dean of Diversity and
Community Partnership and an Associate
Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical
School will be a featured speaker.

To register or for information contact
Crystal, 301 588-8252.

VSA SOLOISTS COMPETITION
OPEN FOR ENTRIES

The Kennedy Center invites musicians
with a disability, ages 14 to 25, to enter the
2014 VSA International Young Soloists Com-
petition. The competition is open to interna-
tional and domestic musicians, soloists and
ensembles of two to five members and musi-
cians of all genres.

Since 1984, the VSA International Young
Soloists Program has identified talented mu-
sicians with a disability. The VSA Interna-
tional Young Soloists Competition annually
selects up to four outstanding musicians
from the United States and around the world
and supports and encourages them.

These emerging musicians receive $2,500,
professional development opportunities and
a performance at the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts in Washington,
D.C.

The application deadline is Jan. 27, 2014.
Guidelines, application and information

available at www.kennedy-center.org/IYS.

One Year of
Able Newspaper

Online

FREE
$12 Value

Valuable Offer

Don’t Miss a Single Issue of Able Newspaper

Sign Up Today and Start Reading Able Online

Visit www.ablenews.com and click on the
“FREE ONLINE EDITIONS” Button

Call if you have questions - 516 939-2253

Increased mailing and printing costs have made it
impossible to print Able each month. But, we always
produce it and post Able online.
Please be our guest and check it out.

You will continue to get the print edition in the months

it is produced

yers representing Gold, “Max and
his brother Jake are not just
bringing this lawsuit for them-
selves but are doing this to en-
sure that something like this will
not happen to others in the fu-
ture by seeking policy changes
and training for their [the
Smithsonian’s] employees.”

The court document alleges
that the Air and Space Museum
violated the Rehabilitation Act,
the Americans with Disabilities
Act and the District of Colum-
bia Human Rights Act. The
document also said that when
Jake tried to lift Max out of the
wheelchair, a supervisor “came
sprinting across the room,
screaming at Max and his
brother . . . instructing Jake to
put Max down and loudly yell-
ing that Jake could not ‘put him
there.’” That was when, accord-
ing to Max, all hell broke loose.

“She was not giving us any
logical answer except that it
was against company regula-
tions,” Gold explained. He noted
that the superviser was ad-
dressing only his brother. “She
was pretending that I wasn’t
there.”

Gold is a self-described “aero-
nautical fanatic” and is currently
pursuing a degree in Aviation Se-

MAX GOLD
Continued from page 4

curity Systems at SUNY
Farmingdale. He has been active
in disability advocacy including
speaking at events for programs
such as for canine companion-
ship.

According to the Social Justice
Law Collective Jake has been
lifting Max out of his wheelchair
for almost his entire life, and by
doing so, has enabled Max to en-
joy equal access to activities that
he would otherwise not be able
to participate in.  “We were just
trying to do what we normally
do,” said Max when discussing
what happened.

The Air and Space Museum is
the most visited museum in the
country. According to its
website, they see almost eight
million visitors a year.

The Smithsonian Institute is
seeking a stay on the lawsuit un-
til after the government shut-
down ends.

Attempts made to contact
Pulseworks, the company
charged with staffing the flight
simulators, were unsuccessful.
Due to the government shut-
down, all the Smithsonian
Institute’s museums were
closed, at press time, including
the Air and Space museum, and
could not be reached.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

To have your event or meet-
ing listed, send information
to Able News, P.O. Box 395,
Old Bethpage, N.Y., 11804.
The deadline for calendar
items is the 10th day of the
month preceding the date of
publication. Calendar items
will be accepted only if they
have a specific date.

NOVEMBER 2
Tribute to Sousa by the New
Trad Octet, 8 p.m. at the Cen-
tennial Stage Company, 400
Jefferson St., Hackettstown.
For information call 908 979-
0900.

NOVEMBER 3
Family Fun Series –
Spooktacular 2 p.m. at the
Centennial Stage Company,
400 Jefferson St., Hacket-
tstown. For information call
908 979-0900.

NOVEMBER 7
Black Box Festival with three
different shows presented by
The Centenary Stage Company
at the Edith Kutz Black Box
Theater of the David and Carol
Lackland Center, 715 Grand

Ave., Hackettstown. For infor-
mation call 908 979-0900.
Through Nov. 24.

NOVEMBER 12
Rebuilding Together
Bergen County Holiday
Homes Tour 9:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. For information call 201
447-8886.

NOVEMBER 16
Cape May County Commu-
nity Disabilities Awareness
Day 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Avalon Elementary School, 235
32nd St., Avalon. For informa-
tion call 609 886-2784.

NOVEMBER 17
AUCD Conference – Promot-
ing Inclusion in an Increas-
ingly Diverse World at the
Renaissance Washington, DC

Downtown Hotel. For informa-
tion call 301 588-8252. Thro-
ugh Nov. 20.

NOVEMBER 19
ANCOR Leadership Sum-

mit: Workforce Matters
Washington, D.C. For informa-
tion call 703 535-7850 ext. 111.
Register by Nov. 1. Through
Nov. 20.

NOVEMBER 29
A Christmas Carol presented
by The Centenary Stage Com-
pany the Sitnick Theatre, 715
Grand Ave., Hackettstown. For
more information call 908 979-
0900. Through Dec. 15.

DECEMBER 8
Special Needs Expo for chil-
dren, parents and caregivers at
Metropolitan Pavilion, New

York City. For information call
516 279-3727.

DECEMBER 20
The Nutcracker performed by
the New Jersey Civic Youth
Ballet at the Centenary Stage
Company, 400 Jefferson St.,
Hackettstown. For information
call 908 979-0900. Through
Dec. 22.

The Tisch MS Research Cen-
ter of New York recently an-
nounced that it has received In-
vestigational New Drug (IND)
approval from the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) to com-
mence a Phase 1 trial using au-
tologous neural stem cells in the
treatment of multiple sclerosis
(MS).

MS is a chronic human autoim-
mune disease of the central ner-
vous system that leads to myelin
damage and neurodegeneration
and affects approximately 2.1

FDA Approves Stem Cell Clinical Trial For MS
million people worldwide.

“To my knowledge, this is the
first FDA-approved stem cell trial
in the United States to investigate
direct injection of stem cells into
the cerebrospinal fluid of MS pa-
tients and represents an exciting
advance in MS research and
treatment,” said Saud Sadiq, Se-
nior Research Scientist at Tisch
MS Research Center of New York
and the study’s principal investi-
gator. 

The groundbreaking study will
investigate a regenerative strat-

egy using stem cells harvested
from the patient’s own bone mar-
row. These stem cells will be in-
jected intrathecally (into the cere-
brospinal fluid surrounding the
spinal cord) in 20 participants
who meet the inclusion criteria for
the trial.

This will be an open label
safety and tolerability study. All
study activities will be conducted
at the Tisch MS Research Center
and affiliated International Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Management Prac-
tice (IMSMP).

The clinical application of au-
tologous neural progenitors in MS
is the culmination of a decade of
stem cell research conducted by
a dedicated team of scientists
headed by Sadiq and by Violaine
Harris, Research Scientist at
Tisch MS Research Center.

Preclinical testing found that
the injection of these cells may
decrease brain inflammation and
promote myelin repair and/or
neuroprotection. “This study ex-
emplifies the Tisch MS Research

Autism Family Times with
Brianna, Inc., a local non-profit
offering family-based program-
ming for families living with au-
tism spectrum disorder, has
taken part in supporting the pro-
duction of a compelling video, cre-
ated by a teen who serves as a
peer mentor for the organization.

Alexandra Jackman of
Westfield, N.J., has created “A
Teen’s Guide to Understanding
and Communicating with People
with Autism” – aimed to encour-
age teens to understand and ac-
cept peers who have autism spec-
trum disorder (ASD).

The film, now viewable
online at http://youtu.be/p9-
l19CKISg, was developed as
part of an independent study
program at Roosevelt Interme-

Teen Creates Educational Video to Encourage Understanding
terviewing experts in the field.”

Children with ASD and their
families worked with Alex to help
her illustrate positive attributes,
rather than emphasizing the
challenges of the disorder. “A
Teen’s Guide to Understanding &
Communicating with People with
Autism” highlights actions and
voices of teens with ASD – reveal-
ing their affirmative spirit and
desire for friendship.

Ultimately, it is Alex’s hope
that this video can help people
with autism be more accepted in
the community.

A Facebook page has been es-
tablished for information sharing
and updates about Alex’s work
and video. The link to this page
is https://www.facebook.com/
autismguide.

diate School in Westfield.
Alex said, “The purpose of my

specific project was to help teen-
agers be more aware and under-
standing of people with autism
spectrum disorder. The video is
so important to me because I feel
it could help anyone, especially
typically-developing teens, to feel
that they can interact and get to
know people with autism and not
be scared of the differences.
People tend to be more accepting
when they are more knowledge-
able.” This project represents her
passion about making sure people
with special needs are understood
and treated fairly.

Autism Family Times has been
coordinating training of peer
mentors in order for them to par-
ticipate in various educational

and creative projects with chil-
dren with ASD and other special
needs. At age ten, Alex was
trained as a peer mentor through
this organization. Alex serves as
a lead mentor, working with teens
and young children with ASD. “I
know so many people with autism
through the volunteer work I do
and I care about them a lot,” said
Jackman.

As she developed the video,
Alex emphasized that she
wanted to include people who
had expertise and personal in-
sights in ASD, as well as some
children and teens with the dis-
order. For Alex, the film needed
to be entertaining, engaging, and
relatable for teens. “I thought a
good trustable way to present
this information would be by in-

Continued on page 11
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The American Network of
Community Options and Re-
sources (ANCOR) and a group
of disability organizations an-
nounced their formal declara-
tion of these rights at the Thir-
teenth Annual Coleman Insti-
tute National Conference on
Cognitive Disability and Tech-
nology in Broomfield, Colo.

ANCOR, a conference co-
sponsor, along with the Ameri-
can Association on Intellectual
and Developmental Disabili-
ties (AAIDD) and The Arc of
the United States, endorsed
the statement of principles on
the rights of all people to in-
clusion and choice in relation
to technology and information
access, entitled “The Rights of
People with Cognitive Disabili-

ties to Technology and Infor-
mation Access.”

“The formal declaration is
being presented at a time when
the pace of the digital age is ac-
celerating rapidly,” said David
Braddock, professor and execu-
tive director of the Coleman In-
stitute. Access to technology
and information access is es-
sential for community and so-
cial participation, employ-
ment, education, health, and
general communication.

“The price of inequality for
people with cognitive disabilities
without ready access to technol-
ogy and information is enormous,
and further compromises the in-
tegrity of an inclusive global com-
munity,” said Renee Pietrangelo,
CEO of ANCOR.

Cognitive disabilities in-
clude intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, autism
spectrum disorders, severe and
persistent mental illness,
brain injury, stroke, Alzhei-
mer’s disease and other de-
mentia. People with cognitive
disabilities comprise more
than 60 percent of the world’s
total estimated population of
people with disabilities.

 The vast majority of people
with cognitive disabilities have
limited or no access to compre-
hensible information and us-
able communications technolo-
gies.

Individuals and organiza-
tions wishing to endorse the
declaration are encouraged to
do so by following the link at

the Coleman Institute website,
www.colemaninstitute.org/
declaration.

The American Network of
Community Options and Re-
sources is a national trade as-
sociation representing more
than 800 private providers of
community living and employ-
ment supports and services to
more than 400,000 individuals
with disabilities.

As a nonprofit organization,
ANCOR successfully addresses
the needs and interests of pri-
vate providers before Congress
and federal agencies, continu-
ally advocating for the crucial
role private providers play in
enhancing and supporting the
lives of people with disabilities
and their families.

The National Gay & Les-
bian Chamber of Com-
merce (NGLCC) annou-

nced that Sam McClure,
NGLCC Director of Affiliate
Relations and External Affairs
was recently honored with the
2013 National Disability Lead-
ership Award from the World
Institute on Disability (WID)
during its annual gala.

McClure started her focus on
disability employment two-and-
a-half years ago, when she came
to NGLCC and began work on
several disability-employment
initiatives, including the Add Us
In California Consortium initia-
tive sponsored by the U.S. De-
partment of Labor’s Office of
Disability Employment Policy
(ODEP) where NGLCC serves
as lead business partner.

The initiative is designed to
identify and develop strategies
to increase employment oppor-

tunities within the small busi-
ness community for individuals
with disabilities, especially from
historically-excluded communi-
ties. Included within the small
business community are tar-
geted businesses that are owned

and operated by people of color;
economically disadvantaged;
lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) individu-
als; women, veterans and people
with disabilities.

“Under NGLCC’s guidance,
specifically Sam McClure’s lead-
ership, we’ve learned how to
translate business best prac-
tices to ensure our employment
inclusion strategies align with
our intern applicants and their
potential employers,” said Anita
Shafer Aaron, WID executive
director. “Sam was the linchpin
in engaging NGLCC affiliates
across California creating new
internship opportunities for stu-
dents and veterans with dis-
abilities.”

The Add Us In California
Consortium, now in its third
year, will continue to proactively
place interns with disabilities
with California employers in the

McClure Awarded by Institute on Disability
program. NGLCC works closely
with ODEP and WID to ensure
both the supply and demand
sides of the employment equa-
tion are engaged to maximize
results. Under McClure’s lead-
ership, the consortium achieved
Memorandums of Understand-
ing with four local NGLCC af-
filiate chambers, resulting in 10
internships and two position
conversions into a full-time hire.

“I’ve been very inspired by
NGLCC’s co-founders who’ve
always believed that to truly
move LGBT inclusion forward
we must advocate aggressively
for an economy that is fully in-
clusive of all people,” said
McClure. “It was that spirit that
brought me this consortium, and
we’ve created employment op-
portunities for people with dis-
abilities while offering business
solutions for employers. I’m very
proud of our results.”  

The Right to Technology and Information Access

Sam McClure

THE ACCESS INDEX
To Advertise in

Able’s Access Index
Call 516 939-2253.

AMRAMP
Wheelchair Ramps for Rent or Purchase

We provide a FREE home evaluation.
 Locally owned locations across the U.S.

888-715-7599 - www.americanramp.com

RAMPSBATHROOMS
NJ LICENSED PLUMBER

Kevin O’ Gorman LIC #7771
Authorized Bath Fitter Dealer

Cell 732 284-0281

Kogorman@bathfitternj.net
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“This annual awareness event
is a positive celebration of
everyone’s unique abilities and
attributes.” 

The event featured a wide va-
riety of entertainers with dis-
abilities. Among the performers
were musician Cory Singer,
winner of Bravo TV’s Kandi
Factory; prominent Jazz Singer
Rosemary Conte and the Excep-
tional Dance Team, a troupe
based in Edison. Mr. Flint
brought his blend of hip-hop,
African and R&B music to the
stage.

According to the parade com-
mittee, the purpose of the New
Jersey Disability Pride Parade
is to bring people, organizations
and businesses together to cel-

ebrate pride with the disability
community and to promote the
belief that disability is a natu-
ral and beautiful part of human
diversity while generating na-
tional awareness for the dis-
ability community.

The New Jersey Disability
Pride Parade is a grassroots ef-
fort organized and hosted by
the Alliance Center for Inde-
pendence (ACI), a community-
based, grassroots organization
that supports and promotes in-
dependent living for people
with disabilities in Middlesex,
Union and Somerset counties.

The event is run entirely by
volunteers and relies solely on
sponsorship, donations and in-
kind services.

PRIDE PARADE
Continued from page 1

Rebuilding Together and the
American Red Cross have
joined forces to help bring
nearly 90 homes devastated by
Hurricane Sandy back to safe
and healthy housing conditions.

Thanks to a $2.25 million
grant from the American Red

Rebuilding Together Gets $2.25 Million for Sandy Recovery
Cross to Rebuilding Together (for
its affiliates in New York City,
Long Island, Bergen County, and
Jersey City) low-income
homeowners can look forward to
rebuilding their lives and return-
ing to their communities.

Most of the homes will re-

quire modifications and repairs
that may address electrical and
plumbing issues, flooring, dry-
wall, appliance replacement,
painting and exterior rehabili-
tation with the goal of ensur-
ing all of the homes are safe,
healthy, and livable.

Center’s dedication to transla-
tional research and provides a
hope that established disability
may be reversed in MS,” Sadiq
noted.

Participants will undergo a
single bone marrow collection pro-
cedure, from which mesenchymal
stem cell-derived neural progeni-
tor cells (MSC-NPs) will be iso-
lated, expanded and tested prior
to injection. 

Participants will receive
three rounds of injections at
three month intervals. Safety
and efficacy parameters will be
evaluated in all participants
through regular follow-up vis-
its.

For information on this study
visit www.tischms.org.

STEM CELL
Continued from page 9

PERSONAL PLACEPERSONAL PLACE
MEET A COMPANION, PHONE FRIEND, PEN PAL, OR EVEN A SPOUSE

A •Asian B• Black  C •Christian D •Divorced  F•Female  G •Gay H •Hispanic J •Jewish  M •Male N/D •Non drinker N/S • Non Smoker P •Professional  S •Single W•White

GUIDELINES: Able assumes no liability for the contents of or replies to any personal advertisements, or the actions of any individuals.
Any such liability rests exclusively with the advertiser, or a respondent to such advertisements. Able  may, in its sole discretion, reject
or delete any personal advertisements which it deems inappropriate. This service is intended solely for personal advertisements of
singles. No ads will be accepted from couples, groups or organizations. Advertisers and respondents must be 18 years of age or older.
No ads will be published seeking persons under the age of 18.

CHECK ENCLOSED      Make Checks payable to Able Newspaper

VISA                         MASTERCARD            AMERICAN EXPRESS

PERSONAL ADS
TO PLACE AN AD TO ANSWER AN AD

Just write up your ad and mail with your check or money order to
Able Personal, P.O. Box 395, Old Bethpage, N.Y. 11804. We will as-
sign an Able Personal number and forward all responses to you. Be
sure to include your name and address. Just $12 for 15 words  plus
$1 for each additional word to appear one month.

Put your response letter in an envelope with the A# of the person you
are writing on the front. Put this envelope in another envelope ad-
dressed to Able Personals, P.O. Box 395, Dept. RS, Old Bethpage,
N.Y. 11804. Enclose $2  per response to cover the cost of handling
and mailing fees. Do not send cash. Checks or money orders only.
Be sure to include your address or phone number. For faster re-
sponse place 44 cent stamp on envelope.

CUT OUT AND SEND WITH YOUR PERSONAL AD
NAME

ACCT# EXP. DATE

ADDRESS                                                                                             ZIP                                        PHONE

SIGNATURE

60-year-old widow, seeking man who
drives and enjoys an easier lifestyle for
friendship.                                 A364

57, WDF, sincere, attractive, seeks
male for friendship and relationship.
Nassau, Suffolk and Boroughs ok.
                                                A 366

Attractive, refined, shy, WM, 60, 5’4”,

mild diabetes/ hearing loss (no aids),

seeks LTR with same, easy going fe-

male 45-65. I’m mobile, love to travel,

read and take celebrity photos.   A367

BSM, 38, fairly handsome, 5’9”,
Aquarius, starving artist/ free-lancer,
writer and illustrator. On gov’t as-
sistance looking for SF, 30’s for pen
pal, platonic relationship to start, but
room for more. All races welcome.
A368

SWM, 49 and single, uses wheelchair
and drives handicap van. Seeks SWF
for friendship and dating. In Nassau
or Suffolk County. I enjoy fishing, LI
Ducks baseball and comedy clubs.
                                                A 369

WF, 70-Mild disability, uses cane, meet
new friends-Senior M/F lunch group
forming. Nassau.                       A 370

APM, 58 seeks BF friendship and dat-
ing. I love to travel in Australia and
Singapore.                                  A371

Who knows, I might get lucky and

this senior citizen could meet a

nice lady to spend quality time

with. If you could be this lady, I’d

love it.                                A372

SWM, 49, with spinal muscular
atrophy seeks SWF30-48 for dating
in Suffolk or Nassau county. I en-
joy fishing, comedy clubs, movies,
murder mystery dinners, nascar
races and LI Ducks baseball. A373

AUTOMOTIVE

Able
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING

YOUR AD
COULD  BE HERE CALL

516 939-2253

REAL ESTATE

HOUSE FOR SALE
Wheelchair accessible in
Oceanside, five bedrooms,
3 1/2 baths, elevator, ramps
and roll-in shower, asking
799K. Call Dan 516 557-
4510.

 FOR SALE

POWER WHEELCHAIRS
Many more items. Call 845-
337-4914
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SPORTS SCENE

Tyler Shepard of Tacoma, Wash. recently competed in the Interna-
tional Blind Sports Federation (IBSA) World Powerlifting Champi-
onships in Beijing, China. He squatted 242 lbs, benched 181 lbs
and deadlifted 352 lbs. Tyler also took home the gold medal for the
junior 165 lb weight class and took sixth overall.

Blind Lifter Gets Gold in Weight Class

To mark the one-year an-
niversary of Superstorm
Sandy, long distance

swimmer and recent world
record holder, Diana Nyad, took
part in a continuous 48 hour
swim in a 120 foot, 2 lane pool
in the middle of New York
City’s Herald Square. On Oct.

Alliance Center Swims for Relief

9, members of the Alliance Cen-
ter for Independence (ACI)
team were there alongside vari-
ous celebrities, athletes, first
responders and organizations
to swim with Nyad and support
the Hurricane Sandy Relief
Fund. 

This event meant a great

deal to ACI, as team members
Salma Harris and Millie
Gonzalez both lost their homes
during Sandy and remain dis-
placed nearly a year later. Be-
fore her swim with Nyad,
Salma said “Being a Sandy vic-
tim/survivor and having Diana
Nyad bring awareness to the
public that many of us are still
trying to rebuild what we’ve
lost, it was an honor to be a part
of the event.” While fighting
back tears, Nyad gave Salma
some words of encouragement

and mentioned that she was the
first Sandy victim to swim with
her at the event.

ACI was chosen to take part
in the swim due to their part-
nership with AmeriCares,
which involved a series of edu-
cation seminars on emergency
preparedness for people with
disabilities.

Swim for Relief raised more
than $108,000 with $1000 on
behalf of ACI. Proceeds ben-
efited the AmeriCares Hurri-
cane Sandy Relief Fund.

The United States Associa-
tion of Blind Athletes is seeking
partners nationwide to submit
proposals to start new commu-
nity youth goalball teams.
Teams will be provided with re-
sources and technical assistance
to start new teams. These teams

USABA Seeks Partners for
Youth Goalball Teams

will have the opportunity to
compete in regional competition
and receive the training and ex-
perience to take their game to
the next level.

Contact Matt Simpson,
msimpson@usaba.org for infor-
mation and application.

Diana Nyad, right lane, swims with
ACI team member to raise funds for
Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund. In in-
set, Nyad, right, talks with swimmer
Maria Bournias.

    

 

       

  

   

   

 

   
  


