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Iam a blind journalist who is advo-
cating for getting a law passed that
would allow autonomous cars de-

veloped by Google to drive on all
streets, breaking our dependence down
to zero and also saving the state bil-
lions of dollars on Paratransit cars.

In September 2011 Google launched a car that automates the
driving process. The Google driverless car is a project that involves
developing technology for driverless cars. The project is being led
by Google engineer Sebastian Thrun, director of the Stanford Ar-
tificial Intelligence Laboratory and co-inventor of Google Street
View.

The Google car operates on a wide array of technology such as
GPS, maps and high-speed cameras that spin at 360 degrees on
the roof of the car to give a clear view of what’s around it. It has
already proven that it can make the figure of 40,000 deaths due to
car accidents disappear by driving safely and smartly using the
combined technology. The system drives at the speed limit it has
stored on its maps and maintains its distance from other vehicles
using its system of sensors.

Some states are on board with the technology, but not all. Ne-
vada passed a law in 2011 permitting the operation of driverless
cars. The Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles issued the first
license for a self-driven car in May 2012.

The license was issued to a Toyota Prius modified with Google’s
experimental driverless technology. Since then, no accidents have
occurred and money did not have to go into paying for public trans-
portation, saving the state a lot of dollars.

Four U.S. states have passed laws permitting driverless cars
as of September 2012: Nevada, Florida, Texas and California. I
want to have that same freedom in my state as well. Deciding to
really dig around and see the roads that it traversed, I did some
heavy duty searching online to find out what the testing process
was for these cars.

In August 2012, the team announced that they have completed
more than 300,000 autonomous-driving miles (500,000 km) acci-
dent-free, and they typically have about a dozen cars on the road
at any given time.

There are many financial benefits that will play out when self-
driving cars are allowed globally – mainly for the blind and the
visually impaired. If this car were allowed to drive on the streets
there would be less need for Paratransit, allowing that money to
be spent elsewhere to enhance things such as education costs, schol-
arships and many other needs.

It would significantly enhance the lives of every person who is
blind, allowing us to have more stable job opportunities. Many
blind people have to stay rooted to a certain job location close to
their homes because of the barrier of time that Paratransit places,
often showing up early or very late to events.

The reward, for everyone, won’t happen overnight but the wings
of positive repercussion will definitely carry states to new heights
of financial gain and inclusion for the blind and otherwise dis-
abled. Rewards will come in big or small increments. They may
just zip by us on our way to work while eating a taco letting change
drive itself.
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