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The struggle to require Uber and
other Transportation Network
Companies (TNCs) to provide

service to wheelchair users has moved
to Albany as the companies seek to ex-
pand statewide.

Two months ago advocates from around the state, organized by
the Taxis for All Campaign and the New York Assoc. on Independent
Living (NYAIL), went to Albany to meet with legislators. Wheel-
chair users, their advocates and supporters met with leadership in
both the Senate and Assembly, the governor’s counsel’s office and
many assemblymembers, senators and their staff members. We made
it clear that we strongly oppose legislation to create an insurance
product for Uber-type services, but specifically allow discrimination
against wheelchair users who cannot transfer to a car seat. It also
precluded localities from regulating TNCs.

The Assembly sponsor of the bill, Kevin Cahill (D-Kingston), said
that he was going to strip out the offending language leaving just an
insurance bill for the TNCs. Cahill’s goal is to provide certainty to
passengers and drivers of TNC vehicles that there would be no lapses
in insurance coverage. When a driver is on the app, he is covered by
a common carrier with a common insurance policy. When a driver is
not on the app, his personal auto insurance policy covers liability.

We explained to Assemblyman Cahill that passing this bill with-
out including a mandate for accessible service would leave it to each
disability community – that is, the ones in Nassau and Suffolk and
Elmira and Albany and Rome and Utica and Buffalo and Rochester
(I think you get it) to fight this by themselves.

Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon (D-Brooklyn) spoke at our press
conference at the state capitol and expressed her strong support for
the rights of wheelchair users to access TNC vehicles.

Assemblyman David Weprin (D-Queens), who currently chairs the
Task Force on Disability, expressed his willingness to help craft leg-
islation requiring access to TNC vehicles.

Meanwhile, back in NYC where 50 percent of yellow cabs will
have to be accessible by 2020 and where 30,000 Uber vehicles re-
main inaccessible, City government fears the Cahill insurance bill
as well.  Disability activists and some appointees in the de Blasio
administration fear that, should the insurance bill pass, it will be
treated as a statewide operating license by Uber and other TNCs. It
is easy to imagine Uber and other TNC black cars picking up subur-
ban commuters in Westchester and Nassau and driving them into
Manhattan, remaining there all day picking up other TNC passen-
gers, and then returning to the suburbs in the evening. The City
would be choked with even more Uber vehicles and, worse, the taxi
industry, already devastated by Uber’s unregulated assault on their
industry, would shrink further.

The promise of accessible taxis everywhere has been undermined
by the TNCs and the reluctance of elected officials to deal with the
problem. A new transportation system should be designed for every-
one, not just those who can walk.

Wheelchair users are relying on the Governor, the Assembly,  the
Senate and the City to straighten this mess out. Litigation and 20
years of advocacy by people with disabilities made New York City
taxis accessible. Now, inaction by government and unfair competi-
tion by unregulated TNCs may set this effort back a decade.
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