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MOPD Commish Speaks at Games to Disabled Kids

Commissioner of MOPD and all-

around sportsman Victor Calise is

pictured, clockwise from top left,

coaching a youth sledhockey

team; in work attire; handcycling

in Central Park; playing softball

on the United Spinal Mets team

and skiing.

W
hile riding a mountain

bike in Forest Park in

1994, Victor Calise

sustained a spinal cord injury. As

a result of his injury he is a

paraplegic and uses a manual

wheelchair.

Calise embraced this chal-

lenge. He got involved with

adaptive sports through United

Spinal Association and took up

the sport of sled hockey. His dedi-

cation to the sport took him to

Japan in 1998 where he repre-

sented the United States on the

sled hockey team in the

Paralympics.

In 1997, he began working

with United Spinal Association

as Recreation Coordinator. He

was promoted up the ranks un-

til he reached the title of Direc-

tor of Sports Marketing. In Oc-

tober, 2006 Calise took on a new

challenge, joining the New York

City Department of Parks & Rec-

reation as ADA Coordinator.

The New York City parks sys-

tem is a historic collection of

properties, most of which were

designed and built prior to acces-

sibility requirements of the
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