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Happy Fall! I hope everyone en-
joyed a safe and fun-filled sum-
mer and is now looking forward 

to the crisp weather and holiday sea-
sons!

In my last column, I described 
the bills that passed the Assembly 
in honor of Legislative Disabilities 
Awareness Day (LDAD) that focus on addressing disability rights 
and emergency preparedness. I also promised I’d fill you in on the 
remaining bills that passed the Assembly on LDAD that focus on 
election reform, housing and veterans, to name a few.  
A.2104-A (Weprin) – This bill would enable blind and visually 
impaired registered voters to request and receive Braille or large-
print absentee ballots for elections administered under the election 
law and education law, providing them the opportunity to cast their 
vote independently. 
A.4232 (Titus) – This bill would allow tenants with physically 
disabling conditions that affect their mobility a preference in 
occupying a vacant dwelling unit on a lower floor in the same project 
operated by the New York City Housing Authority. 
A.4789-A (Ramos) – This bill would establish the New York State 
Interagency Coordinating Council for Service-Disabled Veterans, 
define the powers and duties of the council and require an annual 
report. 
A.3450 (Wright) – This bill would provide factors to be considered 
when the health care practitioner utilized by the local social services 
district examines an applicant for or recipient of public assistance 
with regards to a possible work limitation or exemption due to a 
disability; require such health care practitioner utilized by the local 
social services district to provide an explicit written determination 
and to present evidence when their diagnosis differs from that of the 
treating health care practitioner. 
A.6243-B (Weprin) – This bill would provide an incentive for owners 
of residential buildings to retrofit homes for access for people with 
disabilities.

Again, we thank everyone who played a role in the passage of 
all of the Disabilities Awareness Day bills and look forward to your 
assistance, input and guidance as we formulate our 2017 legislative 
agenda. I’m sure you’ve heard me say this before, but it is always 
our goal for our priority agenda to be reflective of the needs of New 
York’s disability community.  

We count on you to make your voices heard!  So please, and as 
always, if you have any questions, concerns or ideas, please contact 
my Task Force office at 518 455-4592. Your thoughts are always 
welcomed.
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