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Pres. Obama’s legacy and the fu-
ture of the Trump presidency are 
intertwined, and it is too early 

to tell what the lasting effects of the 
Obama era will be and how much damage 
or, dare I say, improvement will result 
from the new President’s initiatives.

Pres.-elect Trump’s surprise victory has left the organized dis-
ability community shocked, but the needs and rights of people with 
disabilities exist regardless of whether “Ds” or “Rs” are in charge, 
or whether conservatives or liberals are elected. 

One component of Obamacare may be remembered as Pres. 
Obama’s greatest and most long-lasting gift to people with disabil-
ities. The provision outlawing pre-existing condition limitations or 
exclusions in health insurance policies is likely to be supported 
by the new administration.  Pres.-elect Trump, like most Republi-
cans, wants to keep the good parts of Obamacare without the pain. 

The pain is, of course, mandatory coverage, something Republi-
cans have railed against from the first discussions of Obamacare. 
The “adverse selection” problem for health insurers, however, is so 
acute that in order to guarantee healthcare for America’s sickest, 
America’s healthiest must also participate in the insurance pool; 
otherwise, only sick people will seek health insurance, which will 
make its cost unaffordable.  

This, coupled with Trump’s promise to cut taxes, makes the 
problem unlikely to be solved. Pres.-elect Trump will have to wres-
tle with this dilemma, much as the previous president, his admin-
istration and Congress did.  

History may reveal that eliminating the ban on pre-existing con-
dition limitations in insurance policies was the great emancipator. 
It permitted millions of people with disabilities to work without 
losing health care. Prior to Obamacare, millions stayed home from 
work to be eligible for Medicaid/Medicare. It is still too early to tell.

Trump says he is about jobs – so are we. The most unemployed 
and under-employed minority group in the U.S. is people with dis-
abilities. 

The cost of keeping millions who could work out of the labor force 
is staggering and increases every year as life expectancies increase 
and cures and treatments for chronic illnesses are developed. Our 
population wants to work and needs a champion.

Pres. Obama’s Justice Department enforced the ADA more ag-
gressively than any of his predecessors.

 The Trump administration is unlikely to be as aggressive be-
cause his campaign has criticized government regulation. More-
over, former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, currently being 
considered for Attorney General, vigorously opposed ADA lawsuits 
against N.Y.C. and is unlikely to initiate Justice Department ac-
tions against city, state and business ADA offenders, without ag-
gressive grassroots activism.

Most troubling to disability advocates was Pres.-elect Trump 
making fun of the disability of New York Times Reporter Serge 
Kovaleski. In mocking Kovaleski’s physical disability, Trump 
alienated people with disabilities and their loved ones. Without 
apologizing, or at least reaching out to the disability community 
specifically, it is going to be tough to forget that kind of cruelty.  
Actions speak louder than words.

If Trump somehow got the Republican Party to embark on an 
infrastructure rebuilding program, however, as he is hinting, new 
construction, of course, would be accessible. Millions of jobs would 
be created (many of which would be filled by people with disabil-
ities), and the Trump era, in the best of all possible worlds, could 
become like the presidential term of George H.W. Bush, the signer 
of the ADA. Democrats in Congress wanted the ADA but, without 
the support of President Bush, it would never have been passed. 
Bush used his influence to make it happen despite opposing many 
of its provisions when he was Ronald Reagan’s vice president.

The disability community hopes that Trump realizes the office 
is bigger than the man, and the country is bigger than the office. 
Trump says he will make America great again and speaks about 
considering America first. 

For people with disabilities, America is greater than other na-
tions but is not yet truly great. Pres. Trump should make sure 
when considering America first to include all Americans.

Too Early to Assess Damage, 
Determine Legacy or Abandon Hope 


