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New Parking Regulations
Proposed for the Press

The New York City Council 
passed Intro 779 which would 
expand parking privileges for 

members of the press, while slightly 
reducing the parking spaces avail-
able to holders of a New York City 
“Parking Permit for People with Disabilities” (PPPD). The Mayor 
(Bill deBlasio) opposed the bill. 

DIA understands the importance of news organizations and 
supports their work. DIA would also accept the small restrictions 
for people who have PPPD placards in this Bill. But DIA opposes 
these new parking regulations because this poorly worded bill 
lacks oversight for granting these expanded parking rights and 
opens the door to abuse and misuse. 

Intro 779 would allow anyone with a NYP (New York Press) 
license plate, to park in all “No Parking” zones, designated “No 
Standing” zones and all parking meters, without paying. These 
privileges are basically the same as those given to people who 
have a NYC PPPD parking permit. The disability permit has two 
additional restrictions - they cannot be used in taxi stands and 
this new bill would take away the right to park in NYP zones. 

There are several problems with this bill. The first is that 
these expanded press privileges are granted to anyone with an 
NYP plate. These plates can be requested by more than 315 news 
organizations in New York state, New Jersey and Connecticut. 
There is no limit on how many plates each news organization can 
request and these plates are issued to a vehicle, for the life of the 
vehicle. If the owner leaves his or her job as a reporter, the plate 
can remain on the vehicle. People with a PPPD placards must file 
a renewal with the Department of Transportation each year.

News reporters and photographers used to be able to apply for 
parking placards that were issued by the police (NYPD), but the 
NYPD stopped issuing these in 2009. The New York City De-
partment of Transportation controls and regulates PPPD plac-
ards which are renewed annually. DIA feels that it is important 
that local agencies have oversight of parking in the City. It seems 
improper that the DMV of three different states be allowed to 
decide who get parking privileges in New York City without local 
oversight or an annual renewal process. 

Finally, the new proposed law stipulates that these new ex-
panded parking privileges are given while a news reporter or 
photographer is covering a “news event” but does not define what 
a news event is. Could a news event be a reporter going to dinner 
to write a restaurant review? Is it possible to associate tickets 
issued at a particular time and place with a news event? 

This law allows incredible parking rights with no way to verify 
if reporters were actually covering a story. At this time, there are 
very few privileges associated with an NYP license plate. Howev-
er with the high cost of parking in New York City and the large 
number of people eligible for NYP plates, this bill could create a 
great potential for abuse. 

If the City Council wants to make parking easier for the people 
who report the news, the bill should put that responsibility back 
in the hands of the NYPD where it will hopefully be well regulat-
ed.
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