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Disability rights lawyers 
recently filed a complaint in 
federal court against Berke-
ley Unified School District 
(BUSD), the BUSD superin-
tendent, the BUSD Board of 
Education and the board’s di-
rectors for allegedly failing to 
educate students with reading 
disorders and students who 
are suspected of having read-
ing disorders. 

Under federal and state 
laws, all students must re-
ceive a free appropriate public 
education. 

The suit contends that 
BUSD is failing to comply with 
the Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, Title II of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act and 
several California Education 
Codes.

The lawsuit was filed by 
Disability Rights Education 
and Defense Fund (DREDF), 
Jacobson Education Law and 

District Sued for Neglecting 
Students With Reading Disabilities

international law firm Good-
win.

“This is a civil rights class 
action that challenges a 
school district’s failure to 
teach children with reading 
disorders such as dyslexia to 
learn to read,” said Larisa 
Cummings, DREDF staff at-
torney. “Without appropriate 
reading intervention services, 
these students fall further 
and further behind academi-
cally. Students with reading 
disorders in BUSD and every 
public school in this country 
have the fundamental right to 
learn to read and participate 
fully with their peers.”

Children with reading dis-
orders have extreme diffi-
culty learning skills needed 
to become literate, such as 
sounding out words. However, 
many of them are very intel-
ligent and simply need to be 
taught how to read in differ-
ent ways than their peers. It 
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Providing counsel to Long 
Island families since 
1997, Regina Brandow 

has earned a reputation as a 
tireless advocate for people 
with disabilities. For almost 
twenty years Brandow Law has 
had an ongoing role in educat-
ing the community on all facets 
of special needs law. In order 
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to increase our ability to serve 
the community, we are pleased 
to announce we are expand-
ing! Christin Paglen, Esq. has 
joined our legal team.

“I am so proud to be a part of 
this incredible team,” said Ms. 
Paglen, “and I really look forward 
to helping people better plan for 
their future.” We are here to help! 

REGINA BRANDOW, ESQ.

REGINA E. BRANDOW, P.C.

Attorney At Law
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Center for Independence of 
the Disabled, New York 
(CIDNY) conducts com-

prehensive benefit screenings 
for health care, SNAP (former-
ly food stamps), heating assis-
tance, Social Security Income 
(SSI), Social Security Disabili-
ty Income (SSDI), tax benefits, 
veteran’s benefits, housing sub-
sidies, Disability Rent Increase 

CENTER FOR INDEP. OF DISABLED, N.Y.

Exemption (DRIE), Senior Cit-
izen Rent Increase Exemption 
(SCRIE), various waiver pro-
grams, prescription assistance, 
unemployment insurance, subsi-
dized transit, among other ben-
efits. We provide information on 
these programs, help with appli-
cations, explain the appeals pro-
cess, and make referrals to the 
appropriate agencies. 

CIDNY Helps With Benefits 

We help people: 
● find income or other supports including healthcare, housing,  
   transportation, education, and food that make their lives better. 

● understand how to look for housing and use the rental support 
   programs that can make it possible for them to live in the com-
   munity. 

● transition from institutions to living in the community so that 
   they can resume their lives. 

● understand how moving into the world of work will affect their 
   lives. 

● navigate complicated systems and solve difficult problems to 
   get the health services they need.

www.cidny.org. • 212/674-2300 

CID••NY

CIDNY
841 Broadway
Ste 301
New York, NY 10003
212/674-2300 (tel)
646/350-2681 (VP)

CIDNY-Queens
80-02 Kew Gardens Rd
Ste 400
Kew Gardens, NY 11415
646/442-1520 (tel)
347/905-5088 (VP)
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CIDNY’s Benefits Check-Up

Eligibility for public benefits 
change frequently. Are you getting 
the benefits you need?  

Find out if you are eligible for:  

* Health Insurance Options

* Housing: DRIE/SCRIE, HEAP

* Transportation: Access-A-Ride,
½ Fare Card

* SNAP

* SSDI

And more….

For more information call CIDNY 
and ask to speak to a benefits 
counselor.

ASL, Cantonese, Mandarin, and 
Spanish-speaking counselors are 
available. 


