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NY Connects can help
people with disabilities…

NY Connects
Your Link to Long Term
Services and Supports

1-800-342-9871

•
•
•
•
•

Remain independent
Understand care options
Find transportation
Learn about supports in caregiving
Get answers about Medicaid,
Medicare, and health insurance
• Apply for benefits
• Find housing

NY Connects can help!
Call 1-844-862-7930

CID••NY

Center for Independence of the Disabled, NY
Manhattan
Queens
841 Broadway
80-02 Kew Gardens Rd
Suite 301
Suite 400
New York, NY 10003
Kew Gardens, NY 11415
212/674-2300 (tel)
646/442-1520 (tel)
646/350-2681 (VP)
347/905-5088 (VP)

TASK FORCE
FORCE

TALK

BY JAMES SKOUFIS, CHAIR
N.Y.S. ASSEMBLY TASK FORCE
ON PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

A

s Chair of the Assembly
Task Force on People with
Disabilities, the responsibility of ensuring that New York’s
disability community is well represented, both during the laborious
state budget negotiations as well as through meaningful legislation, weighs heavily on my mind.
When I accepted this position last fall, I made a commitment
both to myself, and to New Yorkers with disabilities, that I was
going to tackle their most important priorities with all that I
have.
Since October, I have been meeting with a wide variety of
disability advocates to discuss the many critical issues that
need to be addressed in order to promote integration, independence and inclusion.
One of the most disturbing facts I’ve learned is that the Assembly’s Task Force on People with Disabilities is the ONLY
entity within state government that purely represents people
with physical disabilities.
There is no state agency representation for people with
physical disabilities, nor is there a Task Force counterpart in
the Senate. Even more disturbing is the fact that there used to
be a state wide agency, Office of the Advocate for Persons with
Disabilities, but it was dissolved in the 2005-2006 state budget, and was partially placed into the Commission on Quality
of Care and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities, which also
no longer exists.
Immediately upon being appointed Task Force Chair, I was
informed that advocates have been trying to reestablish the
Office of the Advocate in some form for the last few years. I
very quickly took it upon myself to make it my mission to reestablish the Office of the Advocate for People with Disabilities
during my tenure as chair.
My first goal was to actually have this office established
within the 2018-2019 state budget. We had significant momentum up until the last few hours of budget negotiations, but unfortunately the office did not make it into the enacted budget.
We were disappointed, but not deterred. Immediately after
passing the budget, the Task Force began work on drafting a
bill to accomplish the same goal.
I am proud to announce that Assembly Bill A.10706 was introduced on May 11, and now we are working together with
my colleagues in the Assembly, as well as statewide disability
advocates to fight for its passage before the end of the 2018
legislative session.
The Task Force on People with Disabilities prides itself on
being receptive to the issues that the disability community
brings to us. This issue is no exception, in fact, it’s a top goal of
ours as well and we welcome any additional support of this bill
as we move through June.
As always, if you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Kimberly Hill, director
of the Task Force on People with Disabilities, 518 455-4592.

