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UNITED SPINAL NOW

BY JAMES WEISMAN
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Approximately 100 wheelchair users 
will descend on Capitol Hill for Unit-
ed Spinal’s eighth annual Roll on 

Capitol Hill. 
Wheelchair users from all over the U.S. 

will join United Spinal staff, board members 
and sponsors, as well as clinicians and medical professionals interested in 
our legislative agenda, to exchange ideas, be brought up to date on issues 
of the day and of tomorrow, meet with elected officials and staff and enjoy 
a reception on Capitol Hill in their honor.

United Spinal is developing an Advocacy Academy. The Academy will 
teach attendees vital advocacy skills that can be used on Capitol Hill and 
at home throughout the year. Using social media, letters to the editor, tele-
phone trees, personal visits, letters to elected officials and agency heads are 
among the techniques which will be discussed and honed during role-play-
ing exercises before the Congressional office visits.

In past years, we spent a day training regarding specific pieces of leg-
islation and then sent advocates to Capitol Hill to appointments made by 
our staff.

This year we will have our advocates drop off United Spinal position 
papers on pending legislation with their elected representatives but, more 
importantly, our advocates will be asking for new legislation in two main 
policy areas. 

The first is maximizing and reforming rehabilitation of people with spi-
nal cord injuries. The second is ensuring that self-driving/autonomous ve-
hicles, which will be brought to market shortly, are accessible to wheelchair 
users.

Legislation must be created and then regulations drafted by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (HHS) to require SCI standards of 
care, including long- and short-term rehabilitation, case management, and 
proper SCI rehabilitation program components such as ventilator wean-
ing, peer support, counseling and discharge planning. There must be inter-
disciplinary, SCI-specific expertise present in facilities with SCI programs 
including physiatry, neurology, urology, physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, etc. 

On-site education must be reimbursable so that staff expertise can be 
developed on bladder and bowel management, skin care and dysreflexia. A 
rehabilitation continuum of care must be developed for inpatients and out-
patients that addresses access to appropriate durable medical equipment, 
medical supplies, fitness and wellness programs and custom technology. 
Data must be collected regarding rehabilitation outcomes to demonstrate 
the effectiveness of rehabilitation programs.

The age of the autonomous vehicle is almost upon us. It is imperative 
that manufacturers of these vehicles provide access for wheelchair users. 
First generation manufacturers of autonomous vehicles are inclined to 
overlook access as they race to market. 

Second-generation fixes are expensive and will require even more advo-
cacy effort. The future of travel, car ownership and independent mobility 
for wheelchair users is in the hands of manufacturers with profit motives. 
We need government oversight to ensure non-discrimination in design.

United Spinal will also be promoting the passage of the Disability In-
tegration Act which, if passed, would require Medicaid and insurers that 
provide coverage for institutional care and to provide an equal amount of 
coverage for care that is community based and allows recipients to reside 
in their homes. 

Our advocates will also call for the passage of the Air Carrier Access 
Amendments Act, a bill designed to provide more access to more aircraft for 
wheelchair users as well as enforcement rights.

We will keep you informed of our progress.
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For more information call 212-769-6313

Located at 250 West 64th Street 
(between  Amsterdam & West End Ave.)

We are a Medicare and Medicaid provider and accept many
insurance plans. 

Do you have
diabetes, vision 
loss or healthcare 
needs?

We can help!

Lighthouse Guild Health Center provides 
coordinated vision and healthcare. We have 
specialized programs to maximize your 
functional vision and we address underlying 
medical issues.

• Diabetes care and
self-management
education

• Primary care and
specialty physicians

• Vision rehabilitation
services

• Occupational therapy

• Physical therapy

• Behavioral health
services including
individual and
group therapy,
day treatment
and medication
management

We provide:


